For  th^  M^ffaziDe  aiiU  Advocate.  !' 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT.  |i 
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cr!».  iv.  l.’i.  “ Therefore,  whosoever  slajeth  Cain,  von- 1] 

(fliire  shall  be  taken  on  him  seven  fold.  And  the  LoKD  set 
tuiark  tip<m  Cain,  lest  any  tinding  him  should  kill  him.”  ' 
II  is  presumed,  ihfit  this  congregation  is  aware, 
that  the  stibiecl  of  discourse  this  arternoon,  is  ; 
(opiliil  pvuishment.  From  its  great  importance,  | 
we  approach  it  with  difTidence,  feeling  that  its  : 
discussion  demands  the  broadest  views  of  the  ’ 
social  and  civil  interests  of  man,  and  the  clearest  | 
perception  of  the  means  best  calculated  to  pro-  - 
mote  those  interests  by  the  institutions  of  go-  ' 
vernment.  To  these  capabilities,  your  speaker  I 
can  make  no  pretensions — rnd  yet,  being  dcsiroirs  I 
of  casting  his  mite  into  the  accumulating  trea-  | 
fury  of  human  improvement,  he  ventures  the  I 
public  expression  of  his  own  sentiments  on  thisj! 
important  subject.  It  may  perhaps  be  deemed  I 
iocompatibic  with  his  position  as  a  clergyman, 
to  devote  a  discourse  in  this  public  manner,  to 
the  consideration  of  a  subject  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  legislature — that  body  possessing 
tbc  exclusive  prerogative  of  determining  the  ' 
propriety,  or  impropriety  of  capital  punishments.  : 
But  membeis  of  the  legislature  present  or  absent,  ' 
will  bear  witness  that  1  am  not  in  the  practice  of  ' 
iutermeddling  with  their  affairs.  But  they  arc  ; 
as  deeply  interested  as  others  can  be,  in  under-  \ 
standing  the  aspect  of  the  growing  public  senti-  | 
meat  in  relation  to  this  matter.  For  in  a  go-  | 
vernment  like  ours,  public  opinion  must,  and  i 
will  give  character  to  the  laws.  ! 

Again — it  may  possibly  be  supposed,  that  in  j 
the  discussion  of  this  subject,  we  transcend  the  : 
limiis  prescribed  to  the  pulpit,  and  to  ministeis  | 
of  the  Gospel.  ^To  this  we  reply — that  no  fears 
are  entertained  of  overstepping  the  boundaries  ! 
of  our  profession  by  the  discussiof)  of  this,  or  | 
any  other  subject  which  involves  the  intellectual 
and  social  well  being  of  mao;  or  on  which  de-  ! 
pends  the  feeling  and  exercise  of  the  kindest  I 
sympathies  and  broadest  charities  of  the  human  | 
heait.  ^ 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  taken 
uj)  this  subject,  at  an  earlier  day.  For  it  was  j 
the  wish  of  friends,  as  w'ell  as  my  own,  to  do  so,  , 
some  two  or  three  years  since.  But  the  perpe-  j 
Iration  of  several  atrocious  murders  in  this  vi-  : 
cinity,  or  city,  and  tho  consequent  agitation  of  | 
the  public  mind  on  the  subject,  seemed  to  forbid 
•uy  expression  of  our  views  until  the  law  shoiilil  | 
have  taken  its  couise.  These  are  now  disposed  , 
of,  aud  as  far  as  mere  adjudication  is  concerned,  | 
put  to  rest.  j 

We  need  only  to  remark,  further,  in  this  place,  , 
that  since  giving  notice  of  our  intention  to  dis-  I 
cuss  the  subject  of  capilgi  punishment — our  en¬ 
gagements  have  been  such,  as  to  prevent  a  re- 
e.xaminatioo  of  the  woiks  of  several  distinguished 
men,  among  which  are  a  pamphlet  ascribed  to 
the  late  Mr.  Williams,  of  Hudson,  Mr.  Livings¬ 
ton’s  code  of  Louisiana,  and  a  review  of  the 
same  by  the  late  Jeremy  Bentham,  of  England, 
aii'T  Dr.  Rush’s  Essays.  We  are,  therefore, 
thrown  upon  our  own  resources,  and  more  espe-  I 
daily  upon  the'courtesy  and  indulgence  of  this’ I 
congregation.  ! 

So  ample  a  subject  can  scarcely  be.  condensed 
within  the  time  usually  allotted  to  a  sermon.— 
Aod  if  we  should  trespass  upon  customary  brevity, 


my  apology  will  bo  found  in  the  occasion  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  suiiject.  This  will  com¬ 
prise — the  prevailing  custom  of  most  nations, 
and  the  Scripture  authority  fui  capital  punish¬ 
ment — an  examination  of  the  question,  whether 
we  are  bound  by  such  authority,  with  some  ge¬ 
neral  remarks  on  the  supposed  moral  influence 
which  it  produces  on  the  public  mind.  These 
particulars  may  not  be  very  closely  followed,  and 
they  are  laid  down  merely  as  data  by  which  you 
may  know  where  to  find  me. 

That  the  punishment  of  death  as  the  penally 
of  a  number  of  crimes,  hus  prevailed  very  gene¬ 
rally  among  the  nations,  is  too  well  known  to  re¬ 
quite  proof.  And  this  form  of  punishment  has 
been  employed  from  time  immemorial.  But 
while  in  most  other  countries,  several  crimes  ol' 
different  grades  are  punished  in  this  manner,  we 
have  fewer  than  is  usual  among  other  people,  the 
penalty  of  which  is  the  detail  of  the  criminal. 

What  strikes  us  with  peculiar  force,  in  view  of 
this  fact,  is  that  the  number  and  grade  of  offen¬ 
ces  punished  with  death,  are  almost  always  in  the 
ratio  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  condition  of 
the  people.  The  more  barbarous  these  are,  the 
more  numerous  the  crimes  capitally  punished — 
and  the  more  moral  and  refined,  the  fewer  are  the 
instances  requiring  such  punishment.  The  great 
question  is  involved,  therefore,  whether  a  people 
fully  enlightened  and  Christianized,  should  not 
be  supposed  to  dispense  eqtircly  with  the  revolt¬ 
ing  |itacfice  of  putting  any  man  teudeath  ?  On 
this  princi|de,  the  inference  is  plain,  that  our  own 
favored  country  is  in  advance  of  mont  othcre  in 
actual  civilization.  Not  that  there  is  in  given  in¬ 
stances  more  science,  or  even  equal  intellectual 
cultivation,  or  moial  attainments.  Classes  of  so¬ 
ciety  in  other  countries  arc  no  doubt  before  us 
in  these  things.  There  is  a  concentration  of 
science,  and  refinement  and  mental  elevation 
within  a  certain  focus,  which  far  transcends  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  among  us;  but  none  of  these 
are  diffused  over  so  broad  a  surface,  and  influ¬ 
ence  and  humanize  so  many  minds — nothing 
like  the  equal  distribution  of  science  and  refine¬ 
ment  among  us  is  known  elsewhere  ou  earth. 

But  established  usage — whether  it  comprises 
many  or  few  grades  of  crime,  does  not,  and  cun 
not,  constitute  unquestionable  authority  for  capi¬ 
tal  punishiuerit.  ft  merely  proves  that  others 
have  dune  so  before  us,  and  that  we  may  be  kept 
in  countenance  by  example.  Hence  it  is  custom¬ 
ary  to  depend  on  the  decisions  of  some  paramount 
and  acknowledged  authority — and  that  authority 
is.  the  Bible.  Let  us  then  asccitain  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  that  book  in  this  interesting  particular. 

1.  Prior  to. the  deluge  there  is  nothing  said 
from  which  we  can  infer  a  command  to  take  life. 
And  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  was  dune  during 
that  period,  by  divine  authority.  But  after  that 
event — when  the  family  of  the  antediluvian  pa- 
tiiarch  received  the  comniands  of  the  deity  re- 
s|>ecling  their  new  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
profirieturs  of  the  whole  earth— they  were  told 
that  at  the  hand  of  every  man’s  brother,”  he 
would  “require  the  life  of  man.”  Hence,  loo, 
the  plain  aud  comprehensive  rule,  “whoso  shed- 
deih  man’s  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed.” 
Gen.  ix;  5,6.  The  mode  of  piocedure  is  not 
specified  but  appears  to  have  been  left  to  the 
preference  of  those  concerned  ;  a  circumstance 
that  may  have  given  rise  to  different  customs  in 
diUerent  nations.  Thus  the  subject  rested  down 
ID  the  time  of  the  csrablishiiient  of  the  Jewish 
institutions. 

After  the  Hebrews  left  Egypt,  and  entered 


upon  their  journey  through  the  wilderness,  ae 
incident  occurred  that  elicited  the  most  distinct 
utterance  of  the  law  concerning  murder.  The 
occasion  was  this — a  Hebrew,  and  one  whose 
father  was  an  Egyptian,  strove  together,  when 
the  latter  used  blasphemous  words.  There  wae 
then  no  law  which  directed  the  course  to  be  pus- 
siied  in  relation  lo  the  subject;  and  the  individual 
was  kept  in  durance  until  the  mind  of  the  Lord 
should  be  ascertained.  Moses  accordingly  bad 
recourse  to  the  divine  oracle,  and  received  for  aiv 
swer  that  whosoever  “  blasphemelh  the  name  of 
the  Lard  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.”  This 
gave  occasion  for  another  general  provision  cor^ 
cerning  the  taking  of  life.  The  various  forms  or 
aspects  of  homicide  are  circumstantially  enum»- 
rated — provisions  made  for  the  guiltless  by  tb* 
appointment  of  the  cities  of  refuge;  and  equally 
explicit  arrangements  for  the  execution  of  thoss 
guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  The  actual 
murderer  might  flee  to  the  city  of  refuge- but  il 
could  only  afford  him  a  temporary  protection. 
The  avenger  of  blood  cotild  follow  him,  de¬ 
mand  him  of  the  elders  in  the  gate,  and  inflict 
that  death  designated  by  the  law.  Lev.  xxi?  ; 
lU,  to  end.  Thus  the  punishment  of  death,  bo- 
came  a  part  of  the  Hebrew  law  by  divine  aiw- 
thority.  Tliere  was  no  room  left  for  questions 
respecting  its  being  compatible  with  the  mind  of 
the  Deity.  Every  Israelite  knew,  that  the  legal 
right  to  take  “  fife  for  life”  when  the  offence  was 
committed  with  “  malice  prepense,”  was  given  by 
Him  who  knew  the  heart— and  who  had  an  eter¬ 
nal  right  to  govern  the  world  by  institutions  of 
his  own  appointment. 

It  now  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  New  Teo- 
tament,  and  ask — what  rule  is  there  laid  down 
for  the  regulation  of  the  conduct  of  Cjiristians, 
respecting  the  taking  of  life  ?  we  shall  find  no¬ 
thing  that  constitutes  a  law  on  the  subject.— 
There  are  but  few  references  lo  this  parl,.of  tit* 
Jewish  institutions — and  none  of  these  convey 
the  idea  of  a  command,  to  sacrifice  the  life  of 
man  for  any  crime.  The  most  distinct  of  these 
refeienccs,  is  that  which  was  called  forth  at  the 
iiioirient  when  our  Lor^  was  beinyed  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  and  persecutors.  One  of 
his  followers  had  already  drawn  the  sword,  when 
Jesus  mildly  directed  him  lo  put  it  back  into  the 
scabbard  saying,  “  all  they  that  take  the  sword 
shall  perish  with  the  sword.”  Matt,  xxvi;  M. 
This  is  most  certainly  trr  be  considered  merely  as 
a  paraphrase  upon  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  does 
hot  convey  the  idea  of  a  distinct  enactment  de¬ 
signed  for  the  government  of  his  followers.  Be¬ 
sides,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  our  Saviour 
meant  to  implicate  his  persecutors— telling  his 
disciples  in  this  way,  that  his  murderers  would 
iu  time  become  the  subjects  of  the  sword.  Vou 
need  not  be  told  how  fully  this  was  verified  when 
the  Roman  power  was  brought  down  in  its  might 
upon  that  devoted  city  and  its  sinful  inhabitants. 
But  whatever  was  meant,  it  is  plain,  that  it  was 
not  designed  to  establish  anything  like  the  law 
for  capital  punishment. 

There  is  another  reference  to  this  subject — by 
the  author  of  the  cpis'.le  to  the  Hebrews.  H« 
is  magnifying  the  pre-cmineuen  of  the  Gospel 
over  tbc  legal  dispi'iis,itioD,  and  our  consequent 
greater  criniioali'.y  for  any  neglect  or  violation 
of  the  Christian  precepts.  To  illustrate  which 
he  reminded  them  that  “  he  who  despised  Mo¬ 
ses’  law  died  without  rp.ercy  uuder  two  or  three 
witnesses.”  But  we  do  not  see  by  what  foice  of 
construction  this  caui  be  made  to  imply,  that  the 
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tuflictioD  of  capital  puniihmeiit  was  any  part  of 
the  reqiiiremeols  ef  the  Guspel. 

Such,  then,  is  the  most  important  Scripture 
authority  for  the  practice  of  punishing  with 
(leatli — a  practice  in  which  there  is  little  difTer* 
ence  between  Christian  nations  and  oUiers,  ex¬ 
cept  in  some  of  (he  details  of  law  and  unimpor¬ 
tant  inodes  of  execution.  And  it  can  not  fail  of 
being  remarked,  that  as  far  as  direct  enactment 
and  positive  injunction  arc  conceincd,  the  only 
Scripture  authority  is  a  general  rule  laid  down 
immediately  after  the  deluge,  and  the  Jewish 
law.  These  constitute  the  only  evidence  of  Qur 
duty  in  this  matter,  as  pointed  out  by  the  will  of 
holy  Heaven. 

2.  And  is  this  the  only  rule  by  which  we  are 
to  ntgulate  our  conduct — by  which,  we  must 
square  our  institutions  !  Are  we  bound  as  Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  as  Christi.ins,  to  put  men  to  death  fur 
any  olfence  wliatevcr— lionnd  by  the  institutions 
of  which  this  teirible  reijuisition  was  a  part? 

That  these  important  inquiries  arc  involved 
in  (he  considoiatioii  of  this  subject,  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  And  on  (he  answers,  what  ama/.ing 
results  are  suspcnde  l  !  If  tlie  world  could  know, 
and  appreciate  the  •rue  pHr|)ose  of  the  Deity  in 
the  grant  ol  this  law — coulu  see  its  final  abroga¬ 
tion  by  the  Gtispel,  wii  ii  changes  would  it  not 
effect  in  ei uninal  jiirispnidcnce  ? 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  before  the  de¬ 
luge,  no  lasv  exislr  d  requiring  capital . punish¬ 
ment.  l<ut  tliere  arc  utlier  facts  relative  to  ‘.hat 
period,  of  which  our  text  is  a  part,  iliat  seem  de¬ 
signed  to  guide  us  to  ceriain  ami  necessary  con¬ 
clusions.  Tlie  person  there  addressed,  and  con¬ 
cerning  whom  It  is  said  that  God  fixed  a  ma/i’  or 
stigma  upon  him,  “  h;st  any  fiiiding  him  should 
kill  him,"  was  a  murderer.  And  that  atrocious 
act  was  aggravated  by  every  cimsidcration  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  affinity  whieli  subsisted  between 
the  slayer  and  tin;  slain — the  guilty  survivor  and 
the  innocent  dea  l. 

It  is  also  to  be  noticed,  that  in  llris  instance, 
the  Deiiy  was  himself  liic' tmd  the 
Judge  ;  ii  was  he,  wlio  |nonoune.ed  ihe  sentence. 
Blit  how  unlike  that,  which  tlie  forms  of  law,  and 
the  etiquette  of  eouits  of  judie.ature  have  im¬ 
posed  upon  the  rlispenseis  and  expounders  of 
criminal  law  among  ourselves!  There  is  none 
of  the  machinery  that  cncnmbcis  tnrr  civil  ritual 
— none  of  (he  solemn  pomp  ol  iiiqiosing  digni¬ 
ty — no  maiur'.ivre.s  of  art — no  alfeeted  sympathies; 
aud  no  delay.  The  criminal  was  arraigned  at 
the  highest  possible  tribunal — the  bar  of  God  ; 
heard  with  dismay  an  tr.umeralion  of  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  iiis  (  rime,  received  sentence  of  ex¬ 
pulsion  from  the  linunts  of  men  and  from  a?l  the 
ordinary  syinpatliies  and  en.learinents  of  society 
— and  went  forth  a  miserable  vagabond. 

Such  was  ilie  luw,  the  sentence^  the  punishmenl. 
when  the  Deity  administered  the  retiibutions  of 
his  own  justice.  Nor  does  it  appe-sr  to  have 
been  wanting  in  severity  or  efficiency,  since  it  ex¬ 
ported  the  exclamation — “  my  punishment  is 
greater  than  I  can  bear.”  And  yet  bis  life  was 
guarded  with  sevcnfuld  caution,  and  a  mark  set 
upon  him, "  lest  any  finding  him  should  kill  him." 
The  reasou  wliy  t!iis  punishincut  was  considered 
so  afflictive — why  it  bore  down  with  sifclj  frenien- 
dous  power  upon  the  conscieucc  of  the  guiby-* 
•ecins  to  liavc  bceu,  that  the  rnorat  feelings  were 
yet  in  their  vigor  and  fVeshoees,  making  tjjc  pon- 
scieoce  SBnsible  and  alive  to  all  the  hoirors  ol  <f 
condemnation  so  deeply  and  justly  incurred — so 
long  and  so  certainly  to  be  endured.  The  moral 
sense  had  not  yet  become  inoperative  and  ob¬ 
scure  by  frequent  indnigeues  in  crime  ;  nor  ren¬ 
dered  obtuse  by  (ho  intincnce  of  petverted  pub¬ 
lic  opinion.  The  communication  of  instruction 
from  indulgent  Heaven,  had  not  been  suspended ; 
nor  had  man  sunk  into  that  barbarisiti  which 
knows  no  restraint  but  satiety,  ami  apkaowledges 
DO  law  but  force. 

A  few  ages  wrought  an  immense  change  io 
the  moral  aspect  of  the  world.  The  compara- 
;ive  innocence  of  man’s  cbildbood  passed  away 


—and  he  rioted  in  crime.  Mental  and  moral 
corruption  stalked  abroad  without  exciting  shame,  j' 
or  calling  down  reproach  :  for  the  imaginings  of|< 
the  “  heart  were  evil — only  evil,  ami  lliat  coiitin- !' 
tially.”  He  who  is  alone  the  arbiter  of  man’s!} 
destiny — wlio  only  knows  the  secrets  of  all  hearts,  ' 

I  brought  (his  career  of  sin  to  a  sudden  termina-! 
lion.  The  waters  swept  over  the  earth,  and  the  ; 
whole  race  with  fliC  exception  of  eight  persons  i, 

II  were  no  more.  But  tliniigh  excepted  In  the  ge¬ 
neral  deslriJcilon,  we  are  not  to  infer,  that  even 
ihcse  had  wholly  escaped  the  pollutions  of  this  . 
ige  of  transgression.  The  general  regulations 
for  (heir  conduct  m  the  recppsli uciioti  ami  reor-  ' 

I  ganizatinn  of  society,  were  aihqitcd  to  iheircir-.; 
'  cumslances — to  ilie  stale  of  their  moral  percep- jj 
|,  linns.  And  the  comprehensive  rule,  that  ‘‘  who-  ; 

I  so  slieddelli  man's  bloo<l,  by  man  sliull  Ins  blood  . 
be  shed,”  was  itislilnled.  Ij 

i  Bnt  was  this  a  poiviiivc  cninmand  ?  Did  it  !| 
j!  solentiily  bind  tlie  linmin  race  to  shed  the  blood;; 
!:  of  the  miirdeicr  ?  If  so,  its  violation  must  have  j. 
1;  involved  (he  guilt  of  the  individual,  or  coininu- , 

||  tiity,  which  should  in  any  instance,  or  nndcr  any 
i  pretence,  neglect  to  enforce  the  divine  ordinance,  'i 
l|  And  yet,  we  have  the  clearest  evidence  that  such  ' 
j' omissions  took  place — that  they  (rfi<“n  occurred,  h 
wifhou.t  any  apparent  ccrnsciousiicss  of  oll’ence  ij 
|;  in  so  doing,  and  certainly  without  incuning  any 
1  tokens  erf  divine  displeasure.  Nor  are  these  facts  i 
I  applicable  in  those  only,  who  may  he  siip|)osed 
I  ignorant  of  the  command,  if  it  be  one  ;  but  they 
j  attach  to  persons  who  could  not  hut  kf^owthe'! 
■divine  pleasure  in  this  important  matter.  It  will. 

'  not,  tor  it  can  not,  he  pietended  that  the  patri- }, 

*  arch  .lacol)  wanli.d  a  kriowlcilge  of  his  duty  in 
!  (his,  or  iiny  oilier  siihject.  His  deep  sensibility 
}  to  a  particular  oll'eiice  against  his  hrether,  is' 

I  abundaiU  juoof  iliat  he  was  well  inforiircd  rc- i: 

I  sf>eci»ng  liis  duty.  And  yet  wlieu  two  of  Ids'! 
i  sons  were  noloiioiisly  guilty  of  a  most  outrageous 

murder — rendered  more  aggravated  by  treachery  | 

I — they  were  never  called  to  aii  nceoiiiit  by  him.  p 
i  Nor  is  there  the.  sliglitest  evidence,  that  he  cvertj 
[!  thought  himself  bound  to  enlorce  so  rigoiotis  .i|j 
|i  sentence.  He  deplored  and  condeintied  their  J 
j!  vhdence  and  rebuked  rt  iii  tlie  severest  terms,  but  ji 
1|  he  heir.iys  iu»  cmisciousness  of  personal  guilt  for  |i 
Ij  having  spared  their  lives.  j! 

'I  Now  how  is  this  to  be  accounted  for  ?  This  '' 
I;  patriarch  must  have  undersiood  the  law  of  (iod,  i 
Ii  quite  as  well  as  we  c.iti  suppose  ourselves  to  do.  : 
j  And  if  he  had  understood  it  in  this  case,  as  we  ■' 
i  do — can  we  be’ieve  tint  he  would  neiihet  liirt  e  |[ 
p'elt  nor  evinced  any  coiiipunctioas  for  its  viola- '[ 
jj  lion  ?  He  apjiears  to  have  been  almndantly  sen-  ji 
silile  of  his  son's  transgression — but  wholly  un- il 
conscious  of  any  olTfiice  in  suirering  them  to'' 
!|  live  !  It  is  therefore  plain,  that  he  did  not  view  tl 
It  as  a  coiniiiand ;  tint  only  as  a  general  ptOvision 
ij  involved  by  tlie  state  of  society — tli.it  all  via-  |J 
1|  Ici/cc  riatnrally  produced  retaliation  ;  and  that  in 
il.e  course  of  events,  the  taking  of  life  in  any  i, 

II  given  instance,  would  awaken  (ho  spirit  of  re-'' 

venge.  jl 

I  We  have  already  seen,  that  the  Mosaic  law  de-  j' 
j.  dared  in  the  most  express  tcniis,  that  the  mur-l| 

I  deter  should  be  "  surely  put  to  death.”  Buti; 

i  was  this  always  enforced  ?  Did  even  the  re-!' 
jcipients  of  i!iat  law — iliose  for  wiiom  it  was  spe- ' 

j  cially  revealed  and  to  whom  it  was  exclusively  -I 
)  given— !rfeel  themselves  bound  to  observe,  in  all  j 
|{  jpslancos,  this  supposeil  requisition?  Was  the'; 

ii  aiyng«r  of  blood  obliged  to  seek  and  slay  Ihe  *j 
i;  murderer — or  in  the  absence  of  such,  did  it  be-j 

j  come  the  duly  of  community  to  hunt  him  down  | 

II  as  a  beast  of  prey,  npd  more  formally  put  him  (o'i 
!|  death  ?  Neither.'  It  was  entirely  at  the  option 

i  of  the  legal  avenger,  to  inflict  the  penalty  in- 
Ij  curred,  or  to  spare  his  victim.  And  there  is  but 
,  one  solitary  instance,  in  which  the  wbde  body  , 
j  of  society  interfered — and  apparently  then,  froiq  M 
I  national  cpnsiilerations.  It  was  the  case  in  which  fi 
the  rigbtp  of  hospitality  were  outraged  in:he|| 
r  pergoo  pf  a  Leyite,  by  individuals  of  the  tribe  of' 

'r  Benjaipip.  put  even  ibis  was  done  nnder  pub-" 


lie  excitement,  and  was  long  and  deeply  lament¬ 
ed.  Judges,  chapters  19,  20,  21.  Is  it  probable, 
that  (his  vindictive  transaction  would  have  been 
a  subject  of  long  and  sincere  penitence  to  the 
nation,  if  it  h.ad  been  believed,  or  felt  to  be  an 
indipensable  duty  to  avenge  the  blood  of  the 
slain  ?  This  is  impossible.  For  (here  were  no 
mitigations  of  the  crime— aneh  as  may  some¬ 
times  occur  iti  |)rocess  of  time  when  subsequent 
developments  prove  that  the  accused  vas  com- 
parativeiy,  or  wholly  iniioceiit.  No — the  tep'ei!'.’ 
lance  of  a  rn  tion,  is  Fiere  the  result  of  doing 
prectsely  what  is  snpptrsed  to  have  been  iheif 
solemn  and  religious  dUly.  This  could  not  liave 
been,  had  they  understood,  that  they  were  pasi-> 
lively  required  to  avenge  the  hinod  of  the  slain. 

Bill  lest  this  example  shonld  be  (limigitt  of 
questionable  application — take  one  conciirning 
which  there  can  be  no  doll' t.  Alisalom,  one  of 
the  suns  of  king  David,  imirderj’il  Ins  brother 
Amnon  in  the  most  opeu  nnd  undisguised  man¬ 
ner,  after  contemplating  the  measure  during  ilio 
term  of  tityj  years.  That  this  was  with  malice 
prepense,  is  as  certain  and  obvious,  as  in  any 
other  instance  among  the  records  of  human  dc- 
praviiy  and  crime.  .And  yet  at  tlie  end  of  three 
years,  this  iileniical  Absalom,  wiilj  his  brother's 
blood  literally  upon  his  hands,  is  recalled  from 
voluntary  banishment,  received  into  favor,  as¬ 
sumes  his  rank  as  a  prince  of  the  family  of  Da¬ 
vid — and  in  a  short  time  having  won  the  hearts 
of  Ins  couiitryinen,  as|Mres  to  tire  throne  of  bis 
father.  None  doubled  Iris  guilt — all  reprobated 
his  crime — but  no  avenger  ever  sought  Ins  life 
on  that  account.  And  the  very  man  who  ulu- 
malely  pul  him  to  dsaih  with  his  own  haml,  was 
tlie  one  who  beuevolenlly  and  ingeniously  inter¬ 
posed  to  elft.'ct  his  recall  from  banishment. 

.\:)d  did  God  hold  the  king  giiiliy  for  sparing 
this  son  ?  Is  this  »ct  ever  charged  in  the  ae- 
cour.t  of  crimes  agarnst  David  ?  l^oes  he  once 
accuse,  or  criminate  himself  for  the  omission  of 
the  law  in  such  case  provided  ?  Or  is  any  other 
person  implicated  for  remissness  of  duly  in  not 
putting  Absalom  In  death!  No — nothing  of  the 
kind  is  to  bo  found  in  all  the  history  of  that  trans¬ 
action — no,  not  in  the  whole  Bible,  But  if  tlio 
avenger,  whoever  he  might  be — or  the  kiirg, 
cominiilcd  an  olfence,  or  violated  a  l.iw  of  Gody 
can  wc  account  for  the  deep  silence  that  reigns 
over  this  subject !  Why.  then,  is  not  this  ouvis- 
siou  to  put  the  provisions  of  the  hnv  in  force, 
once  named  as  nu  offence  ? 

In  answering  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer 
tt»  tlie  |>ecu!i;u'  arrangements  of  the  law,  in  such 
cases,  In  every  instance  where  life  was  taken— 
however  contingently — the  man-slayer  might  flee 
to  one  o(  toe  cities  of  refuge,  of  wliicb  there  wero 
sir,  and  Iroin  winch  he  could  not  be  taken  with¬ 
out  the  production  of  full  aud  satisfactory  proof 
of  that  form  of  ctime  that  we  deiioininate  mur¬ 
der  in  llie  first  degree.  This  fict  must  be  esta¬ 
blished  by  the  avenger,  in  presence  of  the  elders 
before  the  gates — the  on^  proper  tribunal  for 
adjudicating  in  the  matter,  and  liaving  once 
proven  ih,-;  guilt  of  the  accused,  he  could  be  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  very  altar  rrf  God  and  put  to  death. 
But  though  his  life  was  thus  forfeited— the  aven¬ 
ger  was  not  hound  to  take  it.  He  was  not  under 
a  necessity  to  press  his  suit,  to  convrci  the  guilty 
or  to  put  him  to  death  !  He  was  therefore  nut 
guilty  of  violating  a  divine  law,  because  he  did 
not  choose  to  inflict  its  penalty.  His  benevo¬ 
lence  might  inter |>osc  its  holy  claims,  .and  he  in 
its  legitimate  exercise,  spare  even  the  murderer. 
To  the  honor  of  human  nature,  this  was  some¬ 
times  done — and  being  done,  we  are  furnished 
with  irrefragable  proof  that  it  may  now  be  dona 
under  the  broader  and  more  perfect  dispensation 
of  the  Gospel,  without  the  transgression  of  a 
law  of  Heaven, 

That  this  position  is  correct,  will  perhaps  more 
fqlly  appear,  by  attending  to  the  particular  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  the  law  of  murder  was 
instityt^fl.  'PwQ  men  had  fallen  into  conleniion, 
when  one  of  theni^  "  ll)a  9on  of  an  Egyptian" 
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fithcri  blasphemous  words.  This  pcisoD  |:  '.aught  this  brave  follower  of  an  unoffending  lead*  Ij  most  tritiing  motion — upon  the  erection  or  doub- 
kept  in  duiancc,  until  Moses  could  consult  er — that  resistance  would  jjrovoke  retaliation  ;!  ling  down  of  ihe  thumb  !  Nor  can  we  reflect, 
(lie  divine  oracle — when  both  the  maR-sfayer  and  j  and  that  force  would  be  repelled  with  force.  ;i  that  in  Great  Briiiuu,  in  about  one  century,  no 

..  f -  -  .i-.  i - 1  - 1...  1-...U  True— It  does  not  follow  that  the  yirst  ug-gresfor  !j  less  than  serenLy  thousand  persont  were  publicly 

I  executed,  withiuit  amazement,  that  this  could 
I  mostly  occur  in  the  eighteenth  ccatuiy! 

I  We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  perpetua- 
I  lion  of  the  law  requiring  capital  punishment,  ts 
i  principally  if  not  entirely  owing  to  the  belief 
jthat  it  is  a  divine  institution ;  and  that  its  aboh- 
JlioD  would  be  an  offence  against  God.  There  is 
It  should  also  be  recollected,  that  most  of  jl  no  reason  to  doubt  that  a  very  large  proportion 
jfCt  or  retain  one,  and  not  the  other.  But  we  those  concerned  in  this  transaction  were  Jews  ;  jsof  the  people  of  this  Slate,  and  of  some  others — 
liave  dropped  that  in  relation  to  blasphemy — and  |i  to  wlioin  this  reference  to  a  provision  of  their  '  perhaps  of  all,  are  satisfied  that  the  punishment 
for  the  same  leasons,  we  may  dispense  with  the  law,  must  have  been  quite  unintelligible;  and  ,|  of  death  docs  no  good.  They  have  seen  the 
^,her — that  is,  it  was  merely  a  Jewish  law.  '  who  were  well  acquainted  with  all  the  operations  ij  workings  of  the  whole  machinery,  and  can  re- 
Tlic  Gospel  dispens  itiou  was  one  of  mercy;  and  cxtenualions  of  which  It  admitted.  They  ;j  irospect  its  progre.ss  through  many  ages.  They 
and  its  principles  were  designed  to  bear  ujion  knew  that  the  iHaii-slayer,  however  innocent  of ,  know  it  has  not  prevented  the  repetition  of  mur- 
(be  tiiiire  moral  nature  bf  man.  It  made  no  malice  aforethought,  was  liable  to  death;  and  ders — that  public  executions  have  not  softened 
pretensions  to  the  exercise  of  mere  foice,  for  the  they  also  knew  that  the  murderer  when  the  crime  the  heart,  imiirovcd  public  morals,  nor  reformed 
attainment  or  accoinplisl.tiieiit  of  any  purpose  ^  was  of  the  most  aggravated  character,  was  some- |j  offenders.  And  could  they  but  be  sati.sfied,  that 
The  region  of  its  power  was  the  j  times  spared  by  the  avenger.  They  could  not  to  abolish  the  whole  system,  was  consistent  with 
Tliere  it  con-  therefore  understand  our  Lord,  as  speaking  po- 1|  ihe  will  of  the  Deity  and  authorised  by  his  Gos* 


(be  blasphemer  were  declared  worthy  of  death, 
gut  do  we  feel  bound  to  put  blasphemers  to ;!  in  a  not,  is  always  the  first  viciiiii  ;  but  it  does 
death?  Let  our  laws  answer!  Ami  if  we  ex- Ij  follow,  that  on  all  such  occasions,  violence  be-; 
cose  ourselves  from  inflicting  cajiital  punishment  cets  violence,  and  blood  is  followed  by  blood. — 
ID  this  instance — why  not  in  the  other  1  They  This  was  forseeo,  and  Peter,  for  it  apfiears  to  be  ! 
gre  both  Jewish  laws,  both  givcu  to  a  pailicular  ji  him,  was  admonished  of  the  danger  of  |>ruvokitig 
— given  at  ihe  same  time,  and  publishetl  |  an  appeal  to  force,  with  the  remark  *•  he  that , 
un  the  same  occasion.  And  no  proper  reason  i*  takelh  the  sword  shall  perish  wirh  the  sword.’’ 
exists  or  can  be  shown,  why  we  should  cither  re- 


wlialcver. 
niiiid,  the  heart — the  affections. 


vinced,  enlightened,  purified;  and  brought  men  sih’i'c/y  on  a  subject,  which  by  immemorial  usage, ;;  pel— they  would  rejoice  to  see  flic  law  of  capi- 
back  .‘’rom  the  worbl  of  sense — where  a  splendid  ,  they  wore  assureil  was  hypotheiical.  in  tvhat-i,tnl  puDi.shineiit  expunged  from  the  statute  books 

ritual  captivated,  arid  severe  enactments  conlroll- j,  ever  light,  then,  we  view  ihis  subject — if  taken  of  all  civili/cd  nations, 

ed  man  as  a  mere  animal.  The  law  of  Moses'' in  connection  with  the  attendant  circumstances,  i  It  is  in  reference  to  these  views  and  feelings, 
was  neither  ada|)tcd  to,  uordesigned  for,  a  highly  ■:  and  the  di.spcnsation  under  which  it  transpired—  that  we  have  [(resented  as  full  a  statement  of  the 
nioral  and  improved  state  of  society.  The  Gos-  |j  if  the  customs  of  the  Hebrews  in  such  cases,  are  ii  divine  law  on  tlie  subject,  as  could  be  furnished 

pel  on  the  contrary,  was  designed  to  bring  man  j  kept  in  mind,  it  is  impossible  to  regard  the  Sa- [j  in  the  .ime  to  which  we  are  restricted.  And  it 

up  to  the  highest  possible  slate  of  social  and  in-  ■  viotir’s  expression  as  a  command,  or  that  a  rule,  :|  Ims  been  shown  that  in  the  first  instance,  though 
telleeliial  refinement,  by  moulding  his  very  na-  in  all  cases,  and  through  all  time,  is  obligatory  :  of  geneial  application,  it  was  not  netessaiily  cn- 
ture  into  the  image  of  virtue.  Its  spirit  is  mild-ji  upoo  the  human  race,  !'  forced.  That  the  same  is  true  of  its  repetition 

ness  and  benignity — its  influence,  fotbcarancc  ||  But  we  aie  not  left  to  mere  inference  on  this of  Moses — where  it  was  pariofasys- 

and  charity — its  dictates,  forgiveness  and  lolcra- 1!  injportatil  subject.  It  is  notorious  tlrat  the  la  w  ji  low  long  since  aboli.shed  by  the  Gospel.  And 

lion ;  and  its  aspirations  and  end,  unbounded  requiring  or  permitting  capital  punishment,  is,  ij  therefore,  it  was  no  longer  to  be  considered 
philanthropy  and  universal  peace  and  happiness,  j!  |[ie  strictest  sense,  one  of  simple  refafiafion.  jj  of  J'^hie  requirement — but  like  other  laws,  to 

In  view  of  these  influences  and  animated  by  jj  ][](](.(> j  [t  is  classed  as  such,  in  its  original  iusli- 
their  principles,  neither  the  Saviour  nor  iheJituiion.  The  language  is— "  Breach  for  breach. 


apostles,  I  evived  or  enjoined  the  legal  instiiiilions ,  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth;  as  he  hath  caused  a 


res|)ecting  capital  punishment.  They  evidently 
looked  forward  to  a  time,  when  man  would  be 


blemish  ia  u  man,  so  shall  it  be  dune  to  him 
And  he  that  killctli  a  beast,  he  shall  re- 


brought  back  to  the  moral  feelings  and  moral  1.  siore  it ;  and  he  that  killctli  a  man,  lie  shall  be  ! 
iofluences  of  hfs  primitive  nature — when  he  would  i,  pm  to  death.”  Lev.  xxiv:  ‘JO,  21.  This  the! 
again  be  capable  of  acting  from  higher  and  nioiej'  Saviour  abrogated,  in  terms  which  admit  of  no  j 
worthy  motives  than  those  of  mete  force;  and ||];g,,ppr(.l(cnsioii.  And  it  is  sutticienl  to  know 


be  judged  of  by  its  fitness,  its  use,  and  infliiencs 
upon  society.  That  during  ages  of  cunipaiative 
barbarism,  it  may  have  exerted  a  restraining  in¬ 
fluence,  is  probable — but  that  In  a  highly  culti¬ 
vated  state  of  society,  it  effects  no  obvious  good, 
is  now  very  generally  conceded.  .And  this  fact 
alone,  siught  to  satisfy  every  one— that  it  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  a  divine  requirement.  Since  it  were  pre¬ 
sumptuous  to  believe  that  God  can  require  what 


when  his  conduct  should  be  governed  as  well  ss  ,  (hat  he  quoted  so  much  of  ihe  passage  as  lOi|<loe**  no  good,  or  is  productive  of  evil 


dictated  by  the  ull-coDtruHing  might  of  a  moral 
power. 

The  period  of  these  influences  and  results,  has 
been  delayed — but  not  frustrated.  The  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  dark  ages,  merely  prolonged  the 
empire  of-  barbarism — they  did  not  and  they  can 
not  prevent  the  final  triumph  of  science,  civiliza¬ 
tion  and  Cliristianiiy.  They  have  indceil  per¬ 
petuated  for  several  centuries,  a  number  of  >nsti- ji /ex  fu/rowts,  111  all  cases,  and  among  all  |>eo[ile 
tutinns  utieiiy  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  jj  where  the  Gospel  is  recieved.  And  that  death 
the  Gospel;  and  which  are  gradually  fading l!_/br  death,  is  as  much  a  part  of  that  law,  as 
away  fiom  the  s'a'utc  books — or  becoming  obso-  jj  *'  tooth  for  tooth,”  can  not  be  questioned.  But, 
lete  by  the  advance  of  [iiiblic  sentiment.  And !' to  put  this  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  or  coniro- 

ainong  these  is  capital  punishment.  The  public  Ij  versy,  our  Saviour  repeatedly  cautions  his  follow-  _  ...  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  ..... 

mind  revolts  at  ihe  thought  of  feeling  itself  com- Ij  era  against  avcngiiiK  injuiics;  and  the  compre- jj  diclive  system,  no  diminution  of  crime;  Russia, 
polled  to  inflict  death — in  cold  blood— upon  a  ii  lunsive  rule  to  do  by  others  as  we  would  that  they 


leave  no  iloubt  of  the  subject  of  his  reference.  I  There  are  those,  however,  who  suppose  that 
j"  These  are  his  words — “  Ye  have  heard  that  it  il  in  a  inoial  [loiii;.  of  view,  capital  punishment  is 
i!  hath  been  said,  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  j  not  only  jiisiifnble,  but  absolutely  demanded.  Il 
|!  a  tooth  ;  But  1  say  unto  you,  that  y.o  rksist  >'ot  jj  is  not  luiprobatile  that  thousands  of  our  citizens 
kvil:  bul'whosocvet  shall  smite  thee  on  ihy  jj  are  comparatively  satisfied  with  this  view  of  the 
i  right  cheek  turn  lo  him  the  other  also.’’  Matt.  ‘I  subject— or  that  they  do  not  feel  able  to  meet  th« 
i  V  :  38,  39.  Nothing  can  be  more  [ilaiu  and  de-  !|  force  of  argument  it  is  supposed  Ur  contain.  Bui 
Ci-tive  than  tills  language.  Il  forever  annuls  the  jj  have  they  examined  the  facts  in  the  case,  which 

the  large  exptrienceof  the  world  has  furnished  ? 
Du  they  know,  that  while  England  was  publicly 
executing  on  an  average,  some  700,  or  809  per¬ 
sons  aonuuliy — not  one  was  put  to  death  under  a, 
judicial  sentence  in  Russia  I  Do  they  know, 
that  while  in  England  there  was  under  this  vin- 


miserable  and  fallen  fellow-creature.  But  it  is |  s/toulci  r/o  unto  us.  is  an  abiiiulant  evidence  of  the 
law—and  it  ia  admitted  that  the  law  must  be  en-  I  spirit  of  his  religion.  It  bears  its  ow  n  evideirce 
forced.  And  yet.  the  jury  which  convicts — thelj  that  the  most  benevolent  cuuduciw.is  required — 


judge  who  sentences,  and  the  officer  whose  pain 
ful  duty  compels  him  lo  execuic^-leel  all  hut  the 
guilt  of  the  wretched  victim  of  the  law  of  retali- 
aiiuii.  U  is  the  mistaken  veneration  for  a  Jew¬ 
ish — not  a  Christian  law,  which  serves  to  keefi 
the  institution  in  credit ;  and  supports  many  a 


I  and  that  in  its  practice  the  proper  objects  of  the 
Gospel  could  alone  be  ulluiiicd. 

3.  Why,  then,  shculd  we  at  this  lime,  feel' 
bound  to  enforce  a  law  which  was  so  [ilarnly  an-  I 
nulled  eighteen  centuries  since?  Why  run  the! 
possible  hazard  of  saciificing  an  innocent  person! 


mind  with  the  convictions  of  duly,  that  under!;  at  ifie  shrine  of  a  vindictive  code?  And  one. 


another  view  of  the  subject  would  abhor  itself 
for  an  approv.il  of  such  inflictions. 

If  the  question  still  arises— why  did  our  Sa¬ 
viour  say — *•  he  that  t.ikcth  the  sword,  shall  per¬ 
ish  with  the  sword  ?”  It  may  be  rcjdieil — that 
we  should  first  of  :ill,  take  the  occasion  and  cir- 
cuinsiaiices  into  consideration.  .A  rash  disciple 
had  drawn  his  sword  to  resist  a’multiiude  who 
had  come  to  apprehend  his  Master.  Nothing 
could  bo  more  preposterous;  since,  if  all  the 
disciples  had  been  armed,  they  could  not  expect 
to  rescue  him  from  the  iinpeaJiog  wrath  of  his 
CMiiues.  And  a  momeot's  reflection  would  have 


concerning  whioh  little  has  been  thought  of  said 
uulil  recently;  for  the  olivious  reason  that  it  ac¬ 
corded  with  rtie  viiidsclive  [lassions  of  man.  Pas¬ 
sions.  which  if  indulged  in  other  mailers  with 


with  far  less  of  civilizaiioii  and  refinement,  suffer¬ 
ed  no  augmentation  ?•  Do  they  know,  ihai  cez- 
tain  offences  formerly  punished  wr.h  death,  iu 
this  ami  other  States  of  the  Union,  have  not  mul- 
liplicd  with  the  increase  of  pupukuion,  uolwiilr- 
standing  that  horrid  [icnalty  U;'«s  been  Ion;'  since 
done  away  ?  Let  these  Cicls  be  well  understood, 
and  we  shall  cease  to  hear  of  llio  moralizing  in¬ 
fluence  of  capital  punishment  I  « 

Again — Thai  aerions  dou,bis  exist  re.specitug 
the  very  piir;fyiua  effect  of  the  existing  law  on 
this  subject,  is  ton  apparent  to  need  labored  proof. 
If  a  public  good  is  to  be  wrought  by  the  licaih  of 
a  fellow  being — the  greater  number  of  wiinessi-s. 
of  course  secures  the  greater  good.  But  is  thisi 


1  the  same  freedom  aud  tenacity,  would  not  only  ||  either  believed  or  acied  upon  ?  No — the  victim, 
forfeit  our  claims  lo  Christianity — but  would 'j  is  s^icrificed  in  the  j:iil  ysrd,  nr  within  the  walls 


carry  us  far  back  into  the  ages  of  barbarism.— 
For  instead  of  averting  evils — of  lessening  the 
sum  of  human  sufferings,  or  even  pieveniiog 
crimes,  our  present  system  directly  or  indirectly 
promotes  them  all.  Wc  look  back  with  horror 
upon  the  bloody  sports  of  the  Romans,  when 
the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  depeuded  upoo  ibe  0 


of  the  prison- not,  as  il  would  seem,  to  impress 
a  saluiaiy  lesson  upon  the  public,  but  to  satisfy 
the  deiuands  of  law}  No  other  ptausibi-  rea¬ 
son  can  be  assigneih— since  it  is  aJinifted  ihaA 
this  procedure  was  adopted,  becanse  Ihe  (i;#.- 
fluency  of  such  exhibitions  was  calcuit^te^ 
(^Concluded  on  page  71.) 
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I' as  temporal  sorereign  or  king.  To  him  were  I!  but  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  heathen  priests 
I  the  Jews  inilebted  for  the  wide  spread  inheritance  wore  garments  of  this  mixed  material,  because 
!  they  enjoyed,  which  they  held  and  possessed  on*  of  the  magical  virtue  they  supposed  it  possessed, 

I  ly  on  the  condition,  tlrat  they  remained  true  to  we  r.t  once  perceive  the  wisdom  of  the  commanri* 
Ladif.s  AM)  Oe>ti.kme:s  :  In  our  last  lecture  their  vows  of  allegiance.  This  being  the  case,  j  rncni.  Take  as  another  instance,  that  statute  which 

we  gave  a  brief  descripliuti  of  the  land  of  Pales-  ;  to  turn  away  from  the  statutes  and  ordinances  of  ■  iirohibitcd  the  Jew  from  wounding  the  corner) 
tine — of  what  it  once  was,  and  what  it  is  now.  i  God,  and  to  attach  themselves  to  the  idolatious  of  his  head,  or  from  maiming  the  corners  of  his 
We  also  called  your  attention  to  the  rise  and  es-  ij  superstitions  of  the  heathen,  was  treason  in  the  ||  beard.  This  will  be  found  of  great  importance. 


lablishment  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  insiitii*  ^  highest  degree.  It  was  Henson  nut  only  against 


tion  of  special  government  among  the  Jews.  We 
shall  now  speak,  in  connection  with  the  latter 


their  acknowledged  Chief  Ruler,  but  against 
that  article  of  confederacy,  on  whicli  the  happi- 


point,  of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Hebrew  u ness,  and  even  the  existence  of  the  Hebrew  na- 


constitutiun. 

God,  ill  carrying  out  his  plans  relative  to  his 
“  chosen  peo|de,”  and  in  execution  of  those  pur¬ 
poses  which  relate  to  all  past,  as  well  as -to  all 


“when  we  consider  it  as  a  barrier  against  a  ma». 
ical  custom  of  the  heathen  priests,  who  inailb 
this  mode  of  treating  their  hair  and  beards  essen¬ 
tial  to  their  idol  worship,  and  a  grand  prerequw 


tion  de(>endcd.  In  the  enactment  therefore,  of  ,  site  to  the  success  of  their  petitions, 
severe  penalties  against  treason  .iiid  levolt,  there  |j  We  see  then  displayed  in  the  minor  portions  of 
IS  a  direct  and  visible  manifestation  of  not  only  j'  the  Hebrew  constitution,  the  ivisdcin  and  lienev« 
the  wisdom,  hut  the  justice  and  mercy  of  God.J  olence  of  Deify,  and  the  sanctions  of  the  Mosaic 


future  time,  committed  to  them  rules,  and  regii- 1  They  were  hut  counterparts  to  the  blessings  or  law,  wliich  havf  been  eoiidenined  as  arbitrary 
lations,  and  laws,  by  wliicli  they  might  he  bound  |  rewards  pertaining  to  faithfulness  and  loyally.  J  and  nnjiisf,  bearing  the  certain  impress  of  the  In- 
logeiher  in  solemn  compact,  and  jirescrvcd  triiCi'  And  though  they  may  seem  unnecessarily  severe,  finite  Mind,  and  necessary  to  the  perpetuity  and 
and  faithful,  amidst  surrounding  corruption  and  yet  they  were  alisolulcly  necessary,  as  tilings  preservation  of  the  Hebrew  commonwealth,  and 
idolatry.  A  mutual  and  explicit  contract  was  ii  ilipn  were,  for  the  picservntiun  of  the  |)u!ilic  vir- jj  al-to  of  those  religious  institutions  which  God  liid 
entered  into  by  the  Almighly  and  the  Hebrew  |i  me  and  peace ;  and  they  no  ntore  implied  tin  in- i  set  up  in  the  worlil. 

fi  ingcirient  of  lhonaturalrightsofthegoverned.il 


nation  ;  the  amount  of  winch  w.is,  that  the  peo-  j 
pie  agreed,  on  liicir  jiart,  toacccjit  Him  who  had 
broiigtil  them  up  out  of  bomfage,  as  their  politi¬ 
cal  and  religious  sovereign,  binding  themselves 
to  remain  true  and  f.iithful  in  their  allegiance. 


Wc  pass  to  consider  an  olijcction  whic  h  has 


and  to  strictly  adhere  to  the  institutions  and  laws  ;  st|.(.;»ti)s  from  a  bitter  fountain,  wc  shall  cease 
of  Heaven,  “(cod,  on  his  part,  promised  that  profound  wisilom  and  policy  ofG 

on  this  condition  he  would  govern,  protect  and  i  jp  ticnal  sanctions  attached  to  the  Hebn 


‘  than  the  penal  laws  of  other  states,  which  pun-  ,  oficjn  been  urged  against  the  Mosaic  constitution 
ish  conspiracies  against  tb.e  constitution.”  .  _  . 

When  we  consider  the  mighty  and  alarming  ' 

\  eviU  which  flowed  from  idolatry  as  poisonous  1 

to' 
lud  , 


bless  them  in  a  peculiar  iind  immediate  way.  .Se 
curing  to  them,  not  only  tb.e  transcendant  |)rivi- 
leges  and  comforts  of  the  true  religion,  but  liigh 
degrees  of  temporal  liberty,  |!cace  and  prosper- 
iiy.”*  (See  Exodus  ■23d  and  24th  chapters.) 

We  here  discover  tlic  wise  design  of  the  He¬ 
brew  constitution.  It  was  to  protect  the  people 
in  their  lawful  rights — to  peipetiiale  the  freedom 
wliich  they  enjoyed  as  the  gift  of  God,  and  their 
prosperity  and  peace,  individually  and  collec¬ 
tively. 

In  the  employment  of  temporal  sanctions  to 
etlfoice  and  guard  (he  constitution  and  laws,  lie 
had  framed  for  the  government  of  the  Jews,  the 
wisdom  of  God  is  manifested.  It  was  fit  and 
proper  that  these  sanctions  should  be  crnploycil  !i 
by  him  a  I  the  political  King  of  Israel.  And,  | 
“such  s.iuciions  were  peculiarly  needful  and;; 
beneficial  to  .so  gross  a  people  as  liie  Jews,”  and  ij 
in  a  period  of  the  world,  when  sanctions,  1' 

such  as  are  attaclii-d  to  the  Gospel,  would  pos-  j 
tess  but  little  or  no  force.  ,  “  The  good  and  evil  || 
things  of  tlic  present  state  were  also  the  great  iii- 


f)cn 
ennslitution. 


citements  to  idolatry;  it  therefore  became  ne- in  the 


cessary  to  press  »hem  into  the  service  of  true  re¬ 


ligion.”  Tlic  i.olron  obtained  among  the  idola-  ll  '!"  tlebasmg  .and  coirnptmg  ceremoma  s.  Ou 
ters,  that  these  were  subordinate  beings,  from  f  salvation 

whom  they  received  the  blessings  and  privileges  the  raven  s  plume,  has 

which  theyenjoved,  and  whom  thev  in  conse- j' ed  down.  In  Lurmah,  and  Cnina,  and 
qucnce  were  bound  to  propitiate  by  ofTeringsand  '  »"'<  «stan,  the  worship  oi  Him  who  is  a  .Spiiit  is 
mi. I-  .i...  „f  i...  i:  hardly  known.  J  he  widow  burns  on  tlic  funeral 


sacrifices.  Tliis  notion  in  the  lapse  of  lime  be¬ 
came  adopted  into  the  religious  belief  of  the 
Jews.  Tlie  language  of  Jeremiah  was,”  As  the 
riiief  is  asliamed  when  he  is  found,  so  is  the  house 
of  Israel  ashamed;  they,  their  kings,  their  prin¬ 
ces,  and  their  luicsts,  and  their  prophets,  saying 
to  a  stock.  Thou  an  my  father;  and  to  a  stone. 
Thou  hast  hroiight  me  forth  ;  for  they  haveiurn- 
•d  their  back  unto  me  and  not  their  face.” 

“  This  prevailing  notion,  that  temporal  bless¬ 
ings  came  fioin  some  demon,  idol,  or  tutelar  de¬ 
ity,  whom  for  this  reason  it  was  necessary  to  con- 1! 
cihate,  rendeied  it  highly  expedient  that  an  in¬ 
stitution  intended  to  guatd  (he  belief  and  adora¬ 
tion  of  the  one  true  God,  should  hold  up  these 
ble.ssings  as  exclusively  his  gifts :  to  be  sought 
and  obtained  only  by  a  strict  adherence  to  his 
worship  and  cohimands.”* 

There  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  many.doubts  rel¬ 
ative  to  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  enforcing  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  divine  laws,  and  securing  the  people 
against  idolatry,  by  woildly  or  temporal  sanctions. 
Wo  offer  the  following  explanations.  The  Jew¬ 
ish  constitiiiioii  as  we  have  shown  was  a  Theoc¬ 
racy,  nl  the  head  of  which  was  the  great  I  Am, 

'  Jappaa 


—it  is  the  olijeclion  of  partiality  in  God  toward 
the  Hebrew  people. 

Tliis  objection  will  be  seen  to  be  without  fonn- 
'dntion,  when  we  consider,  that  the  Almighty  in 
entering  into  a  covenant  with  the  Jews,  and  in 
'  |)laciiig  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Theocracy,  as 
I  sovereign,  only  consulted  his  desire  for  proinol- 

m  I  o  /•  1  •  1  !  .  .  /  ing  the  welfare  and  peace  cf  mankind  universally. 

Thioiigii  tiie  iiiflucnce  ofthis  desolating  power,  ,,,,  ,,  ,  .  '  .  ,  ,  { 

7  ,  ...  -  I  ■  M  •  I  1  he  Hebrew  constitution,  as  has  been  correctly 

nil  was  led  away  or  enticed  ironi  his  allegiance ,  ,  ,  i  i,  .  ■  i. 

^  '  remarked,  was  a  light  set  up  in  ihe  midst  of  a 

I  (lark  world — a  l.ght,  which  preserved  and  in  some 
I  measure  diffused  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 
pure  religion  and  viitue,  and  thus  kept  alive  in 
I  liie  human  mind  those  principle.s,  wliich  are  the 
I  iinsis  of  liberty  and  order,  of  im|:rovement  aiwl 
j  happiness,  both  to  individual  and  social  m  in.  * 

In  instituting  special  government  among  the 
Jews,  (Jod  gave  them  a  record  of  himself — a  coit>- 
mnnicatinn  of  liis  own  wisdom  and  Iienevolenco. 
whicli  when  looked  upon,  led  the  mind  to  Him 
(rom  whence  it  came.  He  placed  tlieyi.  too,  in 
the  central  part  of  the  then  inhabited  globe,  and 
eontinu,illy  surrounded  them  by  the  di.splays  of 
divine  power,  thus  extending  abroad  the  glory  of 
his  name,  and  lighting  up  in  some  degree  the 
darkness  of  the  surrounding  world.  In  peace, 
and  in  war — in  their  own  land,  and  in  the  land  of 
strangcis — in  their  captivities  and  dispersions, 
liie  Jews  put  forth  an  iiiffiicncc,  which  told  pow¬ 
erfully  on  the  moral  condition  of  mankind,  and 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  prepare  them 
for  the  introduction  of  the  new  ami  iierfecl  dis¬ 
pensation.  “  In  a  word,  the  erection  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  into  a  peculiar  and  separate  polity  rendered 
them  the  safe  depositories  of  those  promises,  pre¬ 
dictions  and  types,  which  excited  in  mankind  the 
elitpring  hope  of  a  future  Redeemer,  which  grad¬ 
ually  filled  them  for  Ins  coming,  and  wliich  gave 
a  distinct  and  full  testimony  to  his  divine  mission, 
when  lie  actually  appeared.  Thus  the  3Iosai« 
constitution,  far  from  having  a  partial  operation 
in  favor  of  one  nation  only,  was  a  designed  and 
unspeakable  blessing  to  the  human  race.”* 

The  objection  that  the  Hebrew  constitution  is 
a  system  which  encourages  and  legalizes  oppres¬ 
sion  and  ci  ueity,  is  eq’ially  as  un^junded  as  tire 
one  we  have  been  noticing.  The  Mosaic  laws, 
forbid  every  thing  like  enmity,  or  revenge,  or 
oppression.  (Sec  Exodus  2lsf  and  22d  chapters.) 
The  civil  code  of  the  Jews  is  filled  with  benevo¬ 
lent  precepts,  and  cveiy  where  displays  a  spirit  of 
kindness  and  charity,  which  fmds  a  parallel  only 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  true,  there  are 


mail  was  leij  away 
!  to  God.  It  bowed  down  his  hack  in  the  most 
i  cruel  and  oppressive  bondage,  and  spread  over 
I  his  soul  the  pall  of  moral  darkness  and  death.  ; 

;  III  its  service  the  Creator  was  forgotten — all 
.knowledge  of  his  character  was  lost — all  recol- ' 
i  lection  of  his  kindness  oldilerated  I'roni  the  mcm-  j 
'  ory,  anil  all  obedience  to  Ins  commands  uti-  j 
thought  r,f.  It  fettered  the  creature  down  to  the  ' 

I  most  galling  servitude.  It  pinioned  him  fast  with  ' 
the  manaob.'s  of  eorruplion,  and  bowed  him  in 
hotnage  at  the  slirine  of  an  imaginary  divinity. 
.\s  .Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men  cf  Israel 
away  from  his  father,  the  king,  by  craft  and  in¬ 
trigue  ;  so  idolatry  by  its  magical  rites,  and  its 
gaigcous  displays,  stole  the  hearts  of  the  chil- ' 
dren  away  fioiu  their  Father  and  (iiod.  and  placed  \ 
upon  them  the  bonds  of  the  most  abject  slavery  j 
— the  slavery  of  sin,  i 

Wc  may  judge  of  the  effects  of  idolatry,  then. 


East — at  its  horrid  rites — its  human  sacrifices. 


'pile  of  her  husband,  .ind  the  mother  casts  hci 
!  infant  into  the  sacred  Ganges.  The  fanatical 
•devotee  of  Brania,  invents  meaira  of  self  torture, 

'and  the  poor  sl.ivc  cf  suporsliiiou  places  liim- 
self  beneath  the  wheels  of  the  car  of  Juggernant ! 

I  The  mos)  abominable  vices  are  indulged  in — the 
most  horrid  crimes  committed — and  the  scenes, 
the  most  revolting  to  an  eoligliletieJ  mind,  acted. 

And  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  same  cfiTocts 
would  flow  from  the  same  cause  formerly  as  new 
— that  ti  e  same  evils  would  be  produced,  and  the 
same  consequences  ensue.  Can  wc  wonder  tlien 
that  the  Almighly  resorted  to  severe  penal  enact¬ 
ments,  to  perpetuate  the  knowledge  and  worship  of 
himself,  and  to  preserve  the  true  religion  in  the 
world?  That  this  was  the  primary  object  had 

in  view,  none  can  doubt.  Many  of  the  Mosaic  il  n  i  r  i  i  •  /•  .  i  i  • 

U...O  ;  commands  for  the  destruction  of  idolatry  and  its 

laws  were  eoacteu  lor  the  expiess  purpose  ol  /  i  . 

_ ,  _  -.i.i  .  .  I-  .1  ladherenls;  but  liiese  were  evidently  confined  to 


guarding  the  avenues  to  idolatry.  Even  those 
which  at  first  might  seem  frivolous,  and  unwor- 


the  land  of  Canaan  ;  and  this  destruction  wasns- 


thy  the  origin  chimed  for  them,  will,  neverthe- i’ «n'l.P«fect  establishment  of 
.  ...1 _ _ _ 1  _  1  ’  the  true  religion.  It  is  in  vain  iherefore  ws 


less,  when  rightly  understood,  appear  stamped  ,  ,  ,  ,  t.  . 

with  Ihe  wisdom  of  God.  Take,  for  an  instance,  I'  I' 

the  divine  prohibition,  “neither  shall  a  garment 'i  Several  oppression  and  extermin- 

of  linen  and  woolen  come  upon  thee.” 


This,  at  I 

first  sight  might  appear  useless  and  unimportant. 


atioii. 
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Tho  more  we  search  and  investigate  this  sub-  li  was  no  safety  in  relying.<<t|>oa  good  works — they  |j 't  without  tho  words  supplied  by  the  translators.  AH 
jeet,  the  niore  we  shall  be  convinced,  that  what  jj  were  dangerous.  He  also  told  me  it  was  by  a the  words  in  onr  common  version,  printed  in  ito/ic  let- 
is  termed  the  Law,  must  have  conte  from  Gotl,  j|  proper  exercise  of  my ‘^free  agency”  that  salva- 1|  ters,  have  been  thus  supplied— are  notronnd  in  the  origi- 
and  that  tt  must  liave  been  originally  adapted  totjtion  was  to  be  effected.  I  asked  him  if  I  must  ^  iia|~and  were  only  deemed  necessary  to  avoid  the  iJioin 
the  wants  and  ciir.umsiauces  ol  men.  We  do  ;  worA"  oui  my  salvation  by  means  that  arc  g'oof/_/br  j  and  make  it  conform  to  onr 

not  claim  for  it  that  perfection  which  pertains  to tiomtwg" '  |' 

the  Gospel,  or  to  that  spiritual  government  which  [  lie  charged  me  with  sporting  with  religion,  j 

has  been  instituted  in  our  world  by  God  thtougli  ,  24tii.  Attended  a  funeral.  The  deceased  was ....  .  •  , 

ihc  medium  of  Ins  dear  Son.  But  it  operated,  no  professor — the  clergyman  an  Armiiiian.  The  i*  God  .s/wa/d  teach,  if  he  taught  it  not ;  and 

and  exerted  a  liealthfiil  and  salulmy  Influence,  at ,  speaker  gave  the  friends  to  hope  the  deceased  hence  in  some  cases  they  have  made  these  additions  to 
a  lime  when  the  gentle  wainings  and  entreaties  ^  had  gone  to  heaven.  Good  man,  thought  I— 1|  explain  w^hat  the  Bible  writers  metiHt,  rather  than  what 
of  the  Gospel  would  have  been  unheard,  and  its  jj  better  than  his  ciced,  which  v/ould  not  carry  the  |  they  said,  or  wrote.  Isaiah  45  :  23 — 25  is  an  instance 
spiritual  and  holy  sanctions  uncomprehended  and  deceased  to  heaven.  '  ■■  ■  • 

‘  ■  All  hearts  sympathised — most  all  wept — feel¬ 

ings  all  intciniiiiglcd.  We  are  sympathising  be¬ 
ings,  thought  I.  But  is  this  right — is  it  godly 
to  sympathise?  Christ  often  wept  over  tliose  in  ' 


unheeded. 


SEOUL  A  R 


For  the  Mairaziiic  anii  Advocate. 
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English  idiom.  But  the  translators  were  biassed  mors 
or  less  by  their  own  peculiar  opinions  of  what  they 


!  of  this. 

In  some  cases,  even  after  omitting  the  supplied  words 
(in  italics),  the  sense  will  not  be  very  clear,  and  the 
Inngiiage  will  sound  abrupt  and  disconnected.  In  such 


January  Ujth,  1841.  Partiallst  church  mem¬ 
ber  called  on  me.  I  discovcieil  he  was  flesh  and 
blood  when  I  took  him  by  the  hand.  He  seemed 
very  friendly,  and  to  feel  for  my  welfare.  ^ 

Query.  Is  friendship  a  Christian  virtue?  If 
yea,  will  it  eternally  exist  ?  and  if  the  one  in 
whose  bosom  it  exists  shall  go  to  heaven,  can 
that  Cliiisti'in  virtue  be  a  source  of  happiness 
when  the  one  upon  whom  it  should  be  exercised 
is  known  to  be  enduring  endless  despair  ?  | 

IGtIi.  A  subscription  paper  was  presented  me 
to  sign  for  llie  benefit  of  ihc  poor.  Thirly-lliree 
citiicens  had  signed  it,  among  whom  were  only 
four  church  communicants.  Tho  great  body  of 
the  professors  had  refused  giving  anyiliing — en-  i 


may  be  required  to  conform  the  langungo  to  onr  com* 
mon  usage.  1  Cor.  xv :  26  affords  qs  an  in.stance  in 


distress.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  in  accordance  ;|  c^ses,  a  transposition  of  a  word  or  two  in  tho  sentence, 
with  things  divine.  I  am  tol.'l  the  time  will  come 
when  the  souls  of  saints  will  have  no  sympathy 
forsiiiners  in  torment.  Can’t  see  the  philosophy  "  point— “The  last  enemy  tAut  shall  be  destroyed  is  death.” 

Omitting  supplied  words,  “  The  last  enemy  shall  be  da 
Q5lh.  1  he  deacon  got  very  an  ^y  at  me  for  stroyed,  death” — an  abrupt  expression.  By  transposing 


trenched  themselves  under  our  cold  pauper  laws,  r  ‘  - . 
Shall  I  imitate  the  example  of  “  God’s  children,”  I  **^-  .'*’ 


finding  fault  with  the  conduct  of  Ins  saucy  boy 
He  looked  and  acted  very  much  like  other  folks. 

26tli.  Read  a  No.  of  Mr.  Myrick’s  Union  Her 
aid.  He  is  a  good  man — willing  the  whole  world  \ 
should  be  saved  if  it  could  bo  done  his  way ;  but 
denies  that  Univcrsalisls  are  entitled  to  be  classed  . 
with  Christian  denoiiiiiiations,  because  they  be-  I 
lievc  the  world  will  be  saved  God's  way.  ji 

lie  IS  a  great  man,  thought  I,  in  his  own  csti-jj 
ination.  If  he  thought  Goil  as  good  as  he  him- 1} 


•s  word  we  have  tlie  true  and  full  meaning  of  the  origi- 
’  !  nal — “  Tlic  last  enemy,  death,  shall  bo  destroyed”  ;  or, 
“  Death,  the  last  enemy,  shall  be  destroyed.”  “  hint 
to  the  wi.se,”  etc.  A.  B.  G. 


would  he  not  believe  God  would  nccom- 


thought  I,  and  withhold  subscribing  a  mite  for 
the  suffering  ?  I  can’t  wiililiold,  said  I.  | 

17th.  The  Presbyterian  deacon  passed  in  his  i 
fine,  new  efitter — fell  very  happy  with  it — boasted  : 
to  me  it  was  the  neatest  and  of  the  prettiest  style, 
of  all  in  our  neighborhood.  Appeared  much  j 
like  the  people  of  tins  world,  although  it  was  | 
Sunday. 


plisli,  finally,  a  union  of  all  spirits. 


TO  TII0.8E  BELIEVERS  IN  THE  ABR.V- 
HA.MIC  FAITH, 

Who  are  scattered  over  the  country,  and  yet  are  not  eon-' 
.  ncctcd  with  any  Society. 

Brethren:  There  arc  multitudes  of  you,  who  are 
uiidoiibtiiig  believers  in  the  Restitution  of  all  thing*. 


He  is  a  powerful  inan  hold  o(  little  things,  and  |  and  yet.  not  having  sufficient  numbers  of  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ  ill  the  places  where  you  reside,  you 
can  >iot  organize  societies.  And,  among  those  who  do 


a  little  man  hold  of  powerful  things. 

27th.  Read  another  colnmn  of  Br.  Myrick’s 
paper.  He  is  a  feeling  man  for  the  enslaved 

blacks  of  the  South.  He  is  ready  to  weep  on  the  |; _ _  ..  _ _ ,  ..  , 


knees  of  ,his  soul  for  their  oppressions.  Br. 
Goo*dell  is  equally  bciievulenl  and  sympathising, 


,0.1  ,1  1  II  I  .  I!  In  this  I  will  join  you,  iiiv  feeling  fellow  citizens.  , 

18ih.  Asked  “brother  A.  if  he  would  leti  r  ...  _ _ ..  ;.i.  _/i  ..  u- _ ..„.i _ '' 

out  a  few  hunilred  dollars  on  good  security.  He 


scattered  in  every  directien,  thousands  of  individual 
adherents  to  the  ”  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saint*. ** 
,Yn;],  brethren,  thus  scattered  abroad,  I  now  address. 


Let  us  weep  with  all  who  weep  and  are  in  pain.  And  I  beg  of  you  to  scriolisly  consider  what  is  now  of- 
How  is  it,  thought  I,  that  these  good  brothers  j|  fered.  1  have  fully  thought  of  the  plan  which  I  propose 


said  yes,  providing  I  would  take  a  horse  worlli 

Jd°”  Would^LTiit  U  go^on  aiiy^®  herTcrms!""!  |j  11*:®  i|  of  you  can  be  induced  to  adopt  it,  you  will  be 


got  the  amount  desired  of  one  who  made  no  pro- 1! 
fession  of  rcligicu,  on  my  own  time,  at  simple  l{ 
interest.  i! 


|l  can  feel  so  keenly  for  temporary  evils,  and  re 
joice  in  the  belief  that  countless  millions  of  ihci 
brotliers  in  the  flesh  are  to  exist  in  iniinite  lor- 


to  you ;  and  llnnly  believe,  tliat  if  any  considerable 
niiinbcr  ofyou  can  be  induced  to  adopt  it,  you  will  ba 
I  the  efficient  iiiean.s,  under  God,  of  giving  an  impetus 
and  a  power  to  the  cause,  which  it  has  not  yet  expe¬ 
rienced.  Ponder  vvcil  upon  the  following  facts,  and 


ments  through  eternity  ?  Why  do  tliey  oppose  ,|  ^  j, 

a  doctrine  which  teaches  that  God,  m  Hts  own  |l  *  ■'  * 

time  and  manner,  to  the  honor  of  his  own  sove- 


s-iru  1  •  .1  11  •  I  1  n  !.•  u  .1  1  ••  I  iiiiic  aiiu  manner,  lo  me  iioiior  ms  own  ouic- i  ...  ,  .  ,,  .  ... 

Which  IS  the  neighbor  —which  the  extortion-  |  reignty,  will  ultimately  save  all  spirits  from  pain  'I  ‘^en  decide  w  hether  it  would  not  be  well  for  you  to 

.r._which  the  Christian  .  thought  I.  i  and  niisery,  and  make  them  holy  and  happy  ?  I  enter  more  fully  into  the  active  field  of  the  cause,  than 

19th.  Observed  uotlimg  of  consequence  dis-  i  something  mysterious  lo  me ;  but  1  am  yon  have  hitherto  done. 

iiK^iiiahin?  th€^  tnornis  oi  tnoo*  !  •  •  /*  t  ^  i  t  •  i  i 

Brother  C.,  a  Calvinist,  and  father  G..  Ij  ii  o'"’  societies 

list,  accidentally  met  at  my  house.  A  Serfwith  mJsclf  whether  Univer- !;  "S  want  of  support,  ^ere  «r. 


jar  between  their  churches.  Did"  riot  seem  to  Ij  gahsu"Vem^norfhe''mdy'”^m^^^  haterro^ sinVin  j!  '"’'‘"J'  corDparaiively  few. 

see  each  other  for  some  time.  The.r  eyes  acc.-i  destruction “P""  "  burden  of  support  falls  with  a 

denuliy  struck,  and  gentle  how-d  ye-do  s  passed.  ,|  ^  1^^^^  vestige— that  its  committal  was  fol-  jj  heavy  hand.  They  have  the  bitter  contempt  and  oppo- 

is  his  the  nicetmg  ol  saints,  ‘nought  I.  i  punishment,  and  God  a  hater  I'  sition  of  enemies  to  encounter- they  have  to  stand  up 

nff  °  I*  assis  ance  for  their  churches.  I  ,  „..,nggrcssion.  i  against  the  influence  of  fashion  and  popular! ty-^and  at 

ottered  to  aid  each  a  little,  if  they  would  subscribe 
for  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.  Both  were  of¬ 


fended 


ansgrcssion.  jj  agamsi  me  inuucnce  oi  lasnion  ana  popularity- 

11  30. th  In  my  unregenerale  state  it  appears,  jj  ihc  same  time,  to  struggle  feebly  along  for  a  want  of 

l!  through  the  scales  of  my  eyes,  that  those  iv'no  means  to  give  their  societies  a  ftill  and  efficient  eup- 


21st.‘  Sir,  said  I.  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  W.  a  Pres-  jl  w  i!  guise  the  fact,  that  socic- 

bytetian,  what  do  yon  call'those  ragged  little  un-  !> ' 


through  eternity,  can  not  be  true  haters  of  it. 

regenerated  boys  and  girls  running  the  street,  |l  i  moj  auu  w  mra  lae 

voiider,  according  to  your  church  articles  ? — lit- '' J-  f  oi  oxy  wi  un.oc  .  ij  obvious  truth,  that  as  it  is  in  other  denominations, 

•.  -  .  _  nn<l  IHa  inafrnmanf.  I'  .  .  .  . 


lie  g’oals  He  declined  answering.  1  meant; 


find  the  instrument. 

1  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  -  .  u-  I  •  :i  31st.  Sumiav.  The  Methodist  clergyman  of  the 

well.  pcrhaps  l  did  no  properly  respect  his  clen-  ,  J  Univers^lists  in  his 

cal  station.  I  will  not  do  so  again.  i  '  ,  _ i  r«„.i 


again 

22d.  How  under  tlie  sun  can  I  get  a  stall  to-j 
wards  discovering  the  great  importance  of  pro-  j 
fessjog  Partialism  and  uniting  with  the  church  ?  I 
.\t  one  time  I  hear  the  professor*  condemning ! 
good  murals  as  more  dangerous  than  sin,  and  i 
then  again,  I  hear  the  same  man  condemning  the  ^ 
Univcrsalist  doctrine  because  he  says  it  leads 


sermon  for  their  sentiments,  prayed  to  God  to 
save  the  world.  I  am  thinking  which  ss  tho  bet¬ 
ter.  his  head  or  his  prayer  ?  R. 


MAGAZINE  AND  ADVOCATE. 

!!  A.  6.  Grosb,  A.  R.  Bartlett,  6.  W,  Montgomery,  Editors. 


mmorality.  This  is  mysterious  to  me;  but  I  ii 
suppose  it  IS  because  I  am  nots^rn’/uaWy minded. 

23d.  This  day  I  resolved  again,  I  would  pur¬ 
sue  my  watchfulness  with  increased  pcrsjverance. 
Limiiarians  tell  me  there  is  a  “divine  reality”  in 
their  Itind  of  religion,  and  I  am  set  for  the  in- 
sesligation. 

Saw  an  Arminian  brother.  He  told  me  there 


UTICA.  FRIDAY,  February  lo,  i84i. 


ITALIC  WORDS. 

It  very  frequently  happens  that,  in  reading  the  Bible,  | 
a  passage  will  present  itself  that  Ls  so  ambignnus  and  ob- ; 

senre  that  the  mind  can  not  understand  its  meaning,  ji  ro.  You  inquire  of  me,  in  vrhalwayl  In  this  way 


!  tics  can  not  prosper  if  their  income  is  not  sufficient  to 
meet  their  e.xpeiises.  And  we  may  add  to  this  fact,  the  « 

so  it 

is  among  u.s,  at  least  in  this  State,  that  but  very  few  of 
oiir  societies  lir.vc  a  complete  and  easy  support.  This 
is  a  position  which  I  wish  to  be  remembered. 

2.  You,  brctliien,  who  are  scattered  abroad,  or  but 
very  few  ofyou,  take  any  part  in  the  support  of  our 
societies.  You,  or  most  of  you,  live  so  far  from  tiieir 
meetings,  that  yon  can  not  attend  them,  and  yon  thers- 
fore  consider  yourselves  absolved  from  rendering  tlicm 
any  assistance.  But,  I  appeal  toyou,  whether  it  would 
not  give  you  satisfaction  to  know  that  all  those  societies 
were  nourishing,  and  going  onward  with  redoubled 
energy  in  the  good  canse  ?  I  am  sure  it  would.  Have 
yon  thonght  that  yon  can  materially  aid  in  briogiiif 
about  t’nis  state  of  things?  Perhaps  not! — but  yet  it  i« 


'  This  obscurity  is  so  jietimes  entirely  removed  by  reading  '  AfnAa  Ru  duty  logics  a  eortaia  ainomnt  qf 


70 


evangelical  Magazine  and  gospel  advocate. 


of  the  cause  of  truth.  I- uiai  sum  uy  coi.ccuoih.  inisisa  great  error — not  in  ly  ui*|iu!»vu  u# 

3.  Ifihi*  plan  «]ioiild  not  please  some  of  our  brethren,  i:  “  P''''**"*’ *'"»  1  ''artier  a-iaius 

I  have  another  plan  to  proj.o.se  to  such.  Do  yon  lake  |  “  c'"'^'J«rahle  portion  of  the  congrenu.  i  enjoins  npei 

a  Universalist  paper?  If  not.  tlieii  suhseribc  for  one  ol !  ««'e  possesses  some  influenco.  Cut  ftml-  ’  doetrino  of  n 


tnoney  once  a  year,  according  to  yout  meam,  to  u  society  ji  he  love*.  The  spirit  of  the  poor  i*  more  geiieruns  and  jl  K.  One  notion  i*  that  the  Rinner  receives  no  jurt  ptin- 
qf  your  own  choice  which  has  preaching.  No  matter  how  ji  liberal,  than  that  of  the  rich.  The  poor  man  may  have'!  Hhmeiit  in  this  life  forhis'sins;  that  he  is  happy  in  tin — 
far  that  society  may  be  from  you,  let  it  have  your  assis-  I]  no  money  to  give;  hut  a  day’s  l:ibor-^a  steady  attend-  .  enjoys  much  more  happiness  than  ever  falls  to  the  lot 
tance.  You  uiay  not  be  able  to  meet  those  brethren  in  '  ®”ee  to  business  entinstcd  to  him  for  performance — a '|  of  the  righteous  here.  The  other  is  tliat  repentance 
tlieir  meetings ;  to  rejoice  with  them  in  their  devotion*;!  cheerful  coutitcnance  and  warm  approbation  of  inca- 1}  will  save  man  from  that  punishment  which  his  sins  de- 
— but  you  may  by  your  aid,  strengthen  their  hands  and  I  ^u^es  he  approves,  arc  his  donations  to  the  cause  he  '  serve;  and  that  repentance  w  absolutely  required  of  him, 
hearts,  cnahlc  them  to  fully  support  their  preacher,  and  |i  loves — donations  as  etlicient  to  the  cause,  and  hs  uccep-  e|.«e  he  can  nut  enter  heaveu, 

*  to  energetically  go  onward  in  the  advancement  of  the  1!  table  to  God,  as  any  ever  be.stovved.  It  is  thereftire  all feiippose  we  admit  the  truth  of  these  positions.  Do 
good  cause.  It  is  niy  thorough  conviction,  that  even  ifil  important  to  the  prosperity  of  our  cause,  that  our  poor-!  they  not  require  of  man  an  impo.sibility  ?  It  is  said  that 
but  a  part  of  our  scattered  brethren  shoidd  enter  into  !  brethren  and  sisters  should  be  encouraged  to  attend  *  the  sinner  does  not  receive  his  puiiidiment  in  this  life — 
this  plan,  there  is  Rcarcely  a  socieiy  of  the  Restitution  ii  meetings,  to  unite  w  ith  cur  societies,  to  take  part  |  that  he  is  happy  in  sin— that  sin  gives  him  more  iinnie- 
but  would  be  exceedingly  nrore  prosperous.  And,  L  <"  their  proceedings,  and  to  aid  by  w  ord,  and  deed,  and  Ij  diate  happincs.s.  than  righteou‘iie.ss  does  to  the  good, 
brethren,  would  not  the  consciousness  that  such  pros-',  contribution  in  their  support.  '  If  this  be  so,  is  it  possible  to  reform  the  sinner?  Is  it 

perity  was  indue,  d  greariy  thrmtgh  your  means,  be  an  j|  ''"'"c  focieties,  the  trustcesdeem  the  labor  ofcol  possible  to  make  a  man  r.yent  of  that  which  hescesand 
ample  reward  for  what  little  assistance  you  mightyenriy  I  lecting  small  suh-criptions  so  great  as  to  overl  alanoe  '  Teels  to  be  the  direct  and  immediate  cause  of  his  happi- 
render  to  societies?  Do  think  of  this  plan,  and  decide  ''cnefit  derived  from  them.  -  They  prefer  making  |j !»«''»  1  Tliese  que.tt  ions  are  worthy  of  an.swering,  as 
concerning  it  with  an  aident  desire  fin-  tire  furtherance  ''  "P  out  of  their  ow  n  pockets,  to  procuring !  they  w  ill  show  us  that  these  common  dogmas  are  direct 

of  the  cause  of  truth.  h  that  sum  by  cohcctions.  This  is  a  great  error — not  in  ly  opposed  to  iinn’s  nature,  and  an  insurmountable 

bariier  against  obedience  te  the  divine  commauJ  which 
■pentance.  Tiiey  will  show  how  much  of  the 

paper?  If  not.  then  subscribe  for  one  ol !  t'""’ ""i* ‘'"c  •’“e  mnuenco.  iiut  Itiid- :  •‘‘-*1’'^"'“"®® misapplied,  and  how 

those  veteran  papers,  who,  like  silent  preachers,  have  ji  '"8  Tor,  tliey  deem  their  pres-|;  err..ncous  are.men’s  notions  respecting  the  consequen- 

induced  multitudes  of  smiD  to  examine  the  Rible,  niitil  |i  '"’etletl  al’O.  "od  their  numbers  ,and  their  iic  c®*  "T  sin.  True  rejrcntance  w  that  which  is  not  to  b» 

the  scales  of  unbelief  have  fallen  from  their  eves— sub- ;  '"f®- “I''®*’ a  T""®. to  us,  \f  not  even- jj '•®pen>o‘l  «T;  of  course  the  penitent  can  never  look 

•cribe  for  snch  a  paper-pay  for  it  when  you  'suhscribo  jl  "•’'^".ved  agaiiist  us.  '  Themseivc.s.  their  friends,  |  back  and  say  that  he  has  lost  any  present  happiness  by 

— read  it  faithfully,  in  connexion  with  the  Bible,  to  your  ;■  ll'®*r  lauiilies  are  thus  driven  fiotnour  midst.  1; teforination.  A.  R.  B, 

families-lend  it  to  your  nnhclHiving  ncighhors-be  ^  "'l*‘‘•«  •''«  «>i''»aken  policy  hasfj  I’DmTxZbu'thrfollowing  passage  “  And  these 

ever  ready  to  defend  your  faith — adorn  ii  with  a  pure  i  ^®*''**  *******  ‘*^‘'*  *^*‘^  [i  sliaJI  go  nivny  into  everlasting  puni:fhuient,  hut  the 

lifo — and  then  volt  will  be  ever  active  co-wolkers  in  dis- n^'*'y  ****^■1  ^^  **  ^***^^  ®  ®****e®®e‘**'®**  ®Thear»;r.s.  \\  ill  it  |i  righteous  into  life  eternal,”  which  occurs  in  the  dCth 

be  any  wonder  if,  after  a  few  years  more,  the  few  Ii  <’•’  the  ‘doth  elmpter  of  Matthew,  a  dilliciilty  pro- 

wealthier  li.emhers  should  grow  tired  of  supporting  ‘ 

®  »  I,  ,  ‘  ®  With  the  plan  of  iiDiversnl  salvation.  1  he  words  *  Ever** 

such  a  meeting  the  whole  luuo  shou.d  lessen  its  in- 1|  and  ‘  F.teruar  i«  this  verse,  are  from  precisely 

tcrcsts  by  liaving  meetings  only  half  the  time — and  ||  the  same  word  hi  Greek  derivedtfiWio^,  which 

after  a  wliile  longer,  should  discontinue  even  that  half.^  |i  derived  Iroin  ati  signifying  always  and  oit,  existing), 
rni  *  .  1 1  I  .  i-  n  1  Now  since  the  terms  *  everhtstiui'^  ntra'elernai  intlie 

1  he  minister  would  sooner  nreucli  to  a  lull  con«;re- M  ■  j  r  a  i  /  i  *  u 

*  .  ”  ’  passage  above  named,  are  from  the  same  word,  (which 

gatioii  than  to  hut  halfa  coiigiegalioii— even  it  that  ||  (evidently  signifies  endless  duration.)  1  am  iinahle  to 
half  paid  liim  as  large  a  salary  us  the  fill!  congregation  y  jierceive  wliy  the  one  should  not  indicate  as  long  a  du-* 
<  would  do.  Aiid  tiicre  are  few  per.*^ons  in  a  concregu  ?****^*’z  ,  _  ,, 

In  ,,,,  la,llpnn,.cdon.ll.,in,,,,.lll,«f,h,l,„rJn„,,,f||  i,.  „  f.,,,  „„„!! 

Iho  wealthy  and  middling  clause*  m  our  societies;  show- |j  „„  emptv  one— even  if  one  half  of  that  full  house  addj  Herkimer  February  loth,  1-41.  W.  W.  C. 
ing^hat  the  former  ,i„;  to  the  revenue.,  of  the  society.  There  isaj  Admitted  that  the  w.mls  are  the  same  in  the 

suppoit  of  ti  e  cause.  This  is  und  .nbiedly  the  ca.,e  jevotion  experienced  in  a  full:  origiiial-tliat  they  express  the  same  diirstioii-but  it  is 

with  Mine  individuals,  and  e^P®®  “"y  «®;»e  «'T  out  ■  h„„«,,,hal  can  seldom  he  felt  where  the  pows  present  a  i  „d,„i„ed.  U, at  they  ”  evidently  signify  endless  dura- 

societies.  Ill  this  iiiiiuherl  shall  treat  of  a  similar  evil  i  .11,,  Ictt'ien  l.v  all  i.iei.n.  ^  -  T  .  .  .. 

I..-  .1;  o  ii...  I,.  ...I .  .  i  ■u-*o='‘“b.  i.cii.iLn,  iiy  ail  i.icuiis,  ccerj;,  The  cliaptercommeiices  with  the  word  "  then,’' 

but  III  till*  case  It  IS  the  poorer  clu-sps  who  do  not  per.)  cause  tfcralit/itrer  in  Universalism  he  ill-'!  1  •  •  •  l  .  l-  j-  • 

I,  io\er  uiL  ta.i.e,  ecerjixiiever  iii  L  miersai.sm,  oe  ill  ,  ,|, owing  its  connection  with  Christ  s  answer  to  hisdisci- 


seiuiiiatiiig  truth. 

Brethren — could  I  speak  to  each  believer  in  person,  I 
would  say,  “  think  of  thesk  things;”  and  above  all, 
ACT.  May  the  Lord  bless  you  with  all  spiritual  bless- 
iiigs  ill  Chri.st  Jesus.  G.  \V.  .M. 

THE  PRO.SPER1TV  OK  UNIVERSALI.SM . NO.  V. 

PECUNIARY  CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF 
THE  CAUSE. 


form  their  share  in  supporting  the  cause.  This,  u»|j  „y,.  — to  contribute  according 

somo  societies,  is  as  disastrous  iu  its  results,  as  the  cause  |i  jq  their  iiieans  to  their  support — and  to  feel  that  their 
formerly  complained  of.  |  presence  and  co-operation  are  cs.scntial  to  the  happi- 

It  is  niidoiibtedly  true— a  Iriilh  nbundaiilly  confirmed  |  ,uembcrs  and  to  the  success  of  the 

by  very  iiuiiicrons  cases  that  hive  come  under  niy  no- 

R^ce-that  many  [Persons  value  that  only  vliicli  has  cost  ||  widows,  and  single  women,  and  young  men  !|  i,;  ,ie,orihes  their  'tcward  and  their'pnnishment  tr> 

them  some  ahor,  or  eirort.ormom  y  to  purchase,  llie  j,,,  i„,j„ced  to  give  what  they  could,  and  to  do ;  aionion—i.  e.  dining  an  age,  a  period  similar  to  il>» 

shrub  we  planted,  the  tree  we^  have  reared,  hears  for  j;  whuuhey  could,  to  entitle  themselves  to  he  considered  j  that  of  tAsenrf  0/  which  Christ  is  speaking. 

u,richerbfossomsamlfru.tsthananythHtarcshowered  .vith  the  rest,  and  thus  to  enlist  theirs  Again.  that«io»io»doee  not  “evidently  signify  endle^ 

on  our  pat  iway .  t  is  a  .•.o  true,  t  ..it  we  ee  a  -in  o  j|  feelings  in  behalf  ofthe  society  with  which  they  wor-||  iluration”  is  evident  from  its  connection  with  the  word 

independence — a  fieedom  from  debasing  obligation-  :  ship.  Such  persons,  like  the  poor  generally,  may  he  1  rendered  “  Duiiishment” kolanin  i 

in  attending  a  meeting  where  our  exetious  or  cur  , hie  .0  give  hut  iittle,  hut  that  little  they  can  giveV  |i  :.me.ra.«ry 

meant)  give  u«»  a  to  a  turai  a  part  and  lot  ^^^'^^Wqurntlyt  ixnd  'if  Q\yc\\$tat€diyy  \xv:\]\anitmntxo  acoiisid- 
•ffair— identify  ns  with  it,  as  one  of  it,  rightful  members  ji  erahle  .iiai  in  the  aggregate.  Suppose  thereare  twenty 
and  co-workers.  This  valuation  of  the  Gospel,  is  not  J  gneh  in  a  society.  If  they  can  give  on  an  average  hut 

felt  by  the  wealthy  man,  who  has  not  contributed  hi.s  j;  fifty  cents  each  every  quarter,  it  would  make  forty  dol- 
filll  share  in  common  with  his  poorer  hretbren— nor  li  lars  per  annum.  .And  the  securing  of  tlieir  alleclion, 
can  he  feel  in  full  force  this  spirit  of  joyous  indepen- 1|  and  co-operation,  and  influence  in  favor  ofthe  cause, 
deuce  iutha  prosperity  of  a  cause,  he  has  not  aided  to  j'  is  worth  far  more  than  any  sum  of  money  we  could  | 

prosper  us  he  should  have  done.  How  much  more,  !  imuie. 

then,  must  the  right  minded  poor  man  feel,  who  has  ||  Rut  I  must  defer  what  I  would  add  on  this  subject, 
not  coiilrihuled  any  tiling,  (if  he  is  able  to  give  ever  so  il  to  another  occasion.  In  my  next,  therefore,  I  will  con- 
littlo,)  and  who  has  not  done  any  thing,  to  render  him  ;j  .id,,r  the  advantages  arising  from  a  full  and  general 
conscious  of  a  right  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  ;  contribution  of  the  whole  society  in  support  of  :he  Gos- 
tneetiiig  he  utteiids.  The  poor  are  more  sensitive  in  j'  pel.  A.  B.  G. 

these  matters  than  those  suppose  who  have  never  been  1.  - 

in  their  situation.  Their  own  self-respect  depends  on''  CONFLICTINti  NOllONS 


;  pics  in  regard  to  his  coming,  and  the  end  of  the  aion. 
(Will  W.  W.  C.  be  eonsislerit  here?  If  so,  we  hav« 
here  a  desciiption  of  what  will  lake  place  at  the  end  of 
eternity  !).  Tl:e  parable  of  the  sheep  and  goats  repre- 
'  seiits  t!ie  division  of  the  nations,  and  the  verse  concln- 


e.  correction,  or 

iidatory  iufliction.  Endless  amendment,  we  bcUevo 
in,  truly,  but  not  In  connection  with  endless  misery. 

IfW.  W.  C.  wi.shes  further  information,  and  will 
state  wherein,  we  will  endeavor  to  furnish  it,  cheerfully. 

A.  B.  G.’ 

.A.  B.  T.,  of  Newark,  O.,  is  informed  that  the  Rrlzo 
Tale  was  handed,  if  my  memory  serves  nfe,  to  Mr. 
Sweet,  then  of  Adams,  Jefl'erson  county,  to  be  return¬ 
ed  to  tire  author  throngh  the  medium  of  some  friends. 
I  think  there  was  a  request  to  that  purport.  Will  Mr. 
S.,  please  see  tinu  it  is  returned  to  the  author’s  motlier? 

A.  B.  G. 


it;  and  that  self-respect  I  highly  honor,  and  would  have 
them  cherish.  They  can  give  but  little— but  that  little 


BR.  S.  R  SMITH’S  DISCOURSE. 

The  careful  perusal  of  this  dTscourse  is  particularly 
rccoimueiided  to  our  readers.  It  is  011  on  important 
ibjoct — one  that  i*  yearly  engaging  more  and  more  the 


j  Conflicting  notions  sometimes  develope  the  tnrth. 

I  Among  tlie  believers  in  ceaseless  pnnishnieiit.  there  are 
isfarmore  in  proportion  to  their  ability,  t.haii  is  over  i ‘®»y •“'‘‘onf.  which  receive  tlieir  general  attention  and  consideration  of  the  comniiiniiy, 

given  hr  the  wealfliy.  They  can  give  hut  little— but  ||  approbation.  One  of  these  is  resorted  to,  as  proof  of  jl  and  is  growing  into  favor  with  difierent  sUte  I-egi*la- 
never  did  the  wealthy  man  give  his  dollar  more  freely  jj  the  necessity  ofthe  above  named  punishment;  the  other  ll  tore*.  The  discourse  should  be  circulated  extensively 
Iban  the  poor  man  give*  what  be  can  spare  for  a  cause  [j  u  relied  on  as  one  means  of  securing  their  escape  from '' among  that  class  of  citizens  who  ate  favorsble  to  tb« 


evangelical  magazine  and  gospel  advocate. 


Abolitiox  of  death  aa  a  puiiishnieut,  but  who  deem  ii|]  [^Concluded  from  page  67.]  t' «ill  then,  will  theie  be  an  absoi|ite  |[>r(y|:(rielj  in 

Ifiijoiiieil  asa  divine  law.  Br.  Smith,  it  will  be  teen, guj  (eelinga  obdurate.  So  we  '”^'‘^*•‘’8  all  the  rigours  of  the  J®. 

diref:tM  nearly  his  whole  efforts  to  that  part  of  the  eiihjcet.  I  I  hink — and  the  very  fact  that  such  is  their  re-  *  u  jai', 

■  ......  ^  •  1  I  L.  .  r..  a-  •  .  r  .1  every  oifeuder  be  certain  tu  receive  that  punish- 

Read  it,  therefore  yoursell,  and  then  induce  your  ne.gh-  suit,  ought  to  furnish  sufficient  reasons  for  the  is  the  acknowledged  deinetil  of  his 

Iwrs  to  road  it.  A.  B.  U.  ^  ®  *  *  •’*•  ,  ,  .  .vhlflitpr  i  crimes.  Then  only,  will  all  the  terrors  of  iin- 

-  ...  ,j  \„  inciucni  may  be  rclaiea  here,  wliicli  per-  ,  •  l  r  i  •  .  i  ■  .u 

Bft.  CLOWES'  ESSAYS.  fecily  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  influence  of  P®”  e  et  or  apprecia  e  ,  ant  e 

....  1  I  I  .u  t!  -  riQi/'  h'ur  of  punishment  exert  its  legitirnale  power. 

Or.  Drow.aifthe  GoMiel  Banner,  after  asking  another  ,  pt.blm  executions.  In  the  Summer  of  1816,  you.  ^^Thalcver  its  restraining  force  may  be,  can  then 

«  . . . -r  .! _ _  _  ttttfwilror  ur  tiQ  nf  t  hn  liniwA  iil  n  I  rionil  t  n  I  Iin  Vif*in.  ...  ^  ’ 


d'awii  the  atlciilion  ot  oiir  readers  to  lliem.  I  he  main  •  ^  |,t  „C  ...uctia  luic  ui 

subject,  mav  not  he  generally  recfiv-cd  by  onr  readt  r.s ,  |j,st  power  of  human  law — tliat  it  restrained  sense,  as  i  is  o  necessi  y  o  insure  a 

-tl.oiigb  many  believe  it  w.ll-bnt  the  Dr.  s  cruic.sms  ,l,e  r.cri.t.ous  and  tetnfie.l  even  the  most  dcspei-  that  it  should  be  exempted  from  eve- 

011  the  commoi.  version,  .sndlii.s  remarks  oil  the  numcr-  ate  into  comparative  obedience.  Of  't  I  oftensive  and  revolting  character  or  principle— 

0.15  collatenil  subjects,  will  iiiidonbiedly  doinucli  good,  «<  opinion  only,  anil  each  party  .iv.iil-  should  be  so  mild  as  to  exhibit 

asil  liiiuisli  informaiion  tliatwi!!  he  quite  new  to  many  ®'*  ofsuch  aigumeiiis  and  facts  or  1  s  sup- ,  — go  efficocious  as  to  work  refornia- 

01,15.  Some  ofourrerdors  are  boghmingto  discover  l  most  readily  occurre.L  Al  this  jmT- , 

,  ,  ,  •  1,  lure,  the  mail  bioneht  several  xSew  loik  papers,,  n  .  -n  .  1  1  i  l  1  1 

IMS,  and  arc  berommg  s«Wer.5.  ami  ‘-;d;'cmg  some  j,  be  aske.l-wtial  can  be  done  with 

of  their  (r.e.uJstos..b.5er,be,  on  acconiit  of  these  Essays,  tj  gocoitnl  of  the  public  exe-  ij '"^''^ously  transgress  the  laws  and 

tjy  We  can  accommodate  « /nr  more  new  rtibscri- 1|  t.,„ion  of  ,wo  men.  for  pocket-picking.  To  this  '''®y  Serous  members 

bers,  wiih  iininlicrs  of  the  paper  from  the  commence-  '  appended  a  remark  011  the  supposed  moral  •  That  none  can  feel  secure  while 

mc.it  ofihe  present  volume.  A.  B.  G.  ij  tendenev  of  such  exli.h. lions,  in  which  was  this  "''®''^  ''?®  •"Struments 

P.  S.  In  order  to  find  room  for  Br.  S.nill.'s  very  able  i ernarka'hle  s.a.emen.-that  during  the  execution  f  ^  “•®  """’‘^.7" 

di.-conr50,  we  are  ohligi’d  again  .0  pass  by  Cr.  Clowes'  ^  /orl>,  wafchc.s  •'.“'f  ”  •'  This  was  the  idem.- 1!  “/JimishnmnT.  "And  Tt  suppo^rtlniran  othei 

“  - lye.  more  watches  were  stolen  during  the  lime,  7''”  J'*®  u;*^'va.hng  !  .Bait  have 

NEWS  DEPART.M1:NT.  ithan  ...  the  two  preceding  years,  in  London. !!  ““'y f"'  "‘^®- 

Tlie  friends  ill  Worcester,  Mass.,  have  commenced  '  '  since  these  are  no  longer  deemed  capital  offen- 


hoidiiig  meetings,  to  be  supplied  by  onr  preachers  re.-'r 
ding  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  believed  that  a  society  will  be  [!  ^  paipiddy  b^fkhil  i!  “'5  PV®®  of"  'J®  IH'Ce  of  life  ? 

regularly  org.a..ized  and  well  .sn.la, nod  there.  i|  has  occurred  from  its  exercise;  as  the  one  just  ll  ,  Let  the  dealings  ol  God  with  the  first  rnur- 

The  Society  worshipping  in  Duane  Street,  New  jj  .,;,„ied,  in  support  of  a  contrary  tendency.  m  dercr  ho  enforced,  .so  far  as  respects  expulsion 

York,  having  declined  to  pnrcliaso  the  house,  it  113,5'!  The  truth  i.s — it  is  not  the  severity  of  the  law,  I  y  ,  P"‘  ,'1  “^1,"  'vr'i  * 

t)ccn  soKI  to  ilie  Rotoaii  Cuthulics.  Our  friends  will '<  or  the  of  punishment,  tiiat  Jeters  men  !  im  iim  ^  a  c  I  le 

. . . . . ■  ■»  ■"« . . "‘-1 1-  -  'f;  r/' "" “icrL' 

the  College  of  Phy.sician.s  and  Surgeons,  iii  Crosby ’!  of  the  prescribed  peii.iltv,  whet  her  great  ^  mini.straiions  than  those  indis- 

street,  niiiil  a  more  permanent  location  can  he  found,  ji  or And  it  is  questionable  whether  ‘*1®  j  pcng,bJe  to  his  health  niid  support— and  no  in- 
n.  f  M  ,t.»  ,1.;.  '  I'levailmg  fusto.n  of  evading  ihism  almost  every  ,1  1’  .u. 


iiior.il  heiiefit  derived  from  I 


j^  ii  sanguinary  law.  It  is  not  possible  to  produce  an  ij 


he  exe’rciscof  this  longer  deemed  capital  offen- 

ssihle  .0  nm,l..rn  an  i!  ®®*  •  these  muh.phed  upon  your  hands. 


street,  niilil  a  more  permanent  location  can  he  found.  |i  O'  amaii. 

Br.  I.  1>.  Williamson  is  ilie  pastor  of  this  society — i,-  P'®'!*' 

,  .  I  imssible  (< 

<5  111  a  flouiishiBgccndrtum  prevent  i:r 

Br.  Tompkins  i.s  aliont  to  pnldish  a  volume  of  Ser-  !  kp  .,,1 


'  ^  diligence  mitieate  his  certain  (loom,  save 

iiossible  (orm,  does  not  encourage,  rather  than  ,  fk  .u 

'  .  rpi  ,-7i  I  ||  of  the  Bible.  And  if  by  these  means  yot 


11  iirevent  i;ruiics.  The  citizens  of  this  place  need ;!  ,  ,.  r  1  i  .  u  ..  'w 

.  Tompkins  is  about  to  pnidish  a  volume  of  Ser-|!  lPi,t  in  .,  recent  iustance  of  aggravated  1  **'/*'  POO'sl^®nl  was 

5  from  the  penofBr.  E.  H.  Chapin,  of  CImrIes- |i  murder,  jmigmeut  was  arrested  without  the  in- ij  '^”1  1  *1 r  ®  ®j 

I,  .Mass.  It  will  be  about  tl.e  size  of  the  “  Duties  ()r|l  tcrvenlion  of  the  pardoning  ixiwor ;  and  that  final- j| .y  ^nsi  i  e  .1  1  was  oetine  a  ®*^®r* 


anil  no  in* 
ave  the  use 
you  should 


town,  .Mass.  It  will  be  about  tl.e  size  of  the  “  Duties  oflj  tcrvcniion  ofihe  pardoning  |X)wor ;  and  that  final- 
Youiig  Men,”  by  the  same  aitthor.  i  r'  ly  a  commutation  of  punisliment  was  effected, 

Br.  Piico  is  about  to  publi.sli  by  subscription,  a  vol-  li  and  the  convict  was  sentenced  to  the  peniteuti.iry. 

_  ‘  I'  I.* _  .,e  ..  _•  . . . . k_  _ 


Leave  him  to  this  rcdcclion — let  it  be  his  medi' 
tation  by  day,  and  his  visusn  by  night.  How  tre- 
iMendously  would  this  conviction  bear  upon  his 


ume  from  the  pen  of  .Mrs.  C.  AI.  Sawyer,  of  New  jl  b  acts  of  a  si.mriar  nature  might  be  multiplied  L,„nghts,  and  mingle  with  every  moment  of  his 
York,  well  known  to  the  literary  world  by  her  excel-!, ='r,y  extent ;  but  they  arc  too  nurne.cius  ^  J 

,  ,  .  r  1  „  ,  ,  and  too  well  known  to  bo  doubled.  Aud  what  I  _ _  „  1  .r  _  .1  i  ,  T  L 


lent  translations  from  the  German,  as  well  as  several  '  prove  ^  They  prove  lint  if  this  sin-  P®''‘“"®®*  murderer  ca»  be  Jit  to  die,  his 

original  productions.  The  volume  will  contain  »  Thej;  „,„nary  law  did  not  exist,  .pen  would  uot  jcop-  P'epa^*'.®"  be  certaiu  and  complete 

AI e reliant  s  W  idow,”  '•  1  lie  Lneqnal  Afarriage,”  and  jj  by  attempts  to  evade  its  i'**  crip  ures  u  y  jus- 

several  other  tales.  It  wni  be  ail  18mo.  fine  pnper.  |j  They  prove,  that  every  high-han Jed  vil-  »'<J.  «bat  the  general  sentinieut  of  the  age  ap- 

iiewiype,  neatly  bound  in  muslin,  and  afforded  at  50  els.  whose  talents  or  resources  give  him  the  P^^?’ ' 


single, — seven  copiesfor  .$1.00— $>.  per  dozen.  Sub_  i|  means  of  attracting  tlie  notice  of  tin  public,  ex- 1  Iegislationdcmand,theabrogation  ofc.iiii- 
scriptions  to  be  returned  to  P.  Price,  130  Fulton  st  j:  peels  by  policy  or  fraud  to  escape  the  legal  de-  cLnSralmnV  a7enhgTtener^^^  9  to  .  0 
New  York,  before  the  1.4  Of  April  next,  j!  merits  of  his  crimes.  And  further;  they  also  - _  ^  ^ 


The  Society  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  has  resolved  to  sell  ,  Ptove  that  "'bether  right«r  wrong,  the  comiiiu- 1  Tompkins.— Credit  C.  I.  Kibbe,  Burr  Oak,  SU 

its  old  house,  and  made  urrangemeiits  to  huHd  anew  one.  ;■  “'  y  have  very  lit  e  respect  or  c  aw  ant  la  1  Josephs  countv,  Alich. ;  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Ann  Gray. 

Their  lot  costs  $>000,  and  the  house  will  cost  between  !  8®“®'"**  ’  P'^®'f [  to  see  the  murderer  Bingliamton,  Broome  county,  each  $2.00.  Also,  C.  L. 

jruuv »  a  T  1,  n  I  V7  vir-i  •  '!  ‘^'®®  "'n®®.?  ‘be  living,”  than  to  witness  his  pub-  |  Kelsey,  Clinton,  Oneida  county,  $1.00. 

nd  .MMW  dollars  more.  Br.  J.  y.  Wi  s,m  IS  pas-,  ijc  execution.  And  that,  too,  when,  in  the  Ian- j  Br.  Thonms.-Seiid  Star  to  Squire  Goff,  .Mendon, 

tor.  N.  B.  Tins  is  one  of  the  tieenti/  or  thirty  socie-  ,1  gu-ige  of  Dr.  Rush,  the  morality  of  such  a  scene  I  Alonroo  county,  and  credit  $1.00.^ 

ties  in  Connecticut  that  the  Parlialist  newspapers  have  |;  j,  no  better  “  than  that  of  a  horse-race,  or  a  iiiili-  j  ■  ■  ■  .  - 1 - - - ,  _ _ 

been  publishing  as  having  run  down  within  a  few  years  ■  tary  review.”  j  '  LETTERS  CONTAINING  REMITTANCES 

P»»t!  New  London,  where  Br.  Norwood  is  settled,  i.s  !|  The  inference  is  at  least  rery  natural,  if  it  is,  s  C,  Pamelia  Four  Comers,  for  self,  B  W,  E  F  B  and  II 
aaoiher!!  i!  not  decisive — that  when  the  public  will  approve  i  L— P  M,  Mineral  Point,  (W  T;  for  T  and  J-i*  M,  Sheridan, 

—e -  I  ■  I  !■  — p—  n  ij  of  the  most  palpable  evasions  of  the  law  in  any  :  f®''  "''f  »"d  AB— P  M,  East  Pembroke,  for  B  L,  and  T G 

RELIGIOUS  NOTICES.  ||  instance  ;  it  is  time  such  law  was  abtihshed.  ,  fjc  H.^sS  f'rTTiina 

-  !:  No  I’lse  sympathies  should  be  permitted  or  en-  p,  g  H.  I  L  G,  J  E  M.  and  IC— H  C,  Kingston,  for  P  C— 

There  will  he  preaching  on  the  fourth  Sunday  inst,  by  i!  couraged.  Ami  when  the  provisions  of  a  given  I  AC,  Norwich,  for  J  M,  W  W,  "3  T  and  J  M— P  M.  Burr 
Br.  Grosh  in  Taberg — Br.  N.  Baowa  at  Onondaga,  aiaiute  arc  both  benevolent  and  proper,  few  will  i  Oak,  (Mich)  for  I K  and  C  I  K, — P  M,  Linden,  for  self,  R 
oiiih  Hollow.  I!  exist  or  he  indulged.  Such  lt•'''s  will  be  enforced  1 

’^ere  will  be  preaching  on  the  first  Sunday  in  March,:'  on  the  same  principles  as  parental  chastisements  1  self  and  C  T— P  M,  Memlim.*  for  3  G— Q  W  *B^n»Ulc*^ 
J  Br.  N.  Brow.v  at  Oran.  Rev.  Mr.  Slocum’*  attack  j  — ^j||  be  submitted  to  with  cheerfulness,  if .|  for  self.iG  H.  W  P,  A  P,  R  W  .M,  and  L  M— j  S  H.  Mot* 
on  Un,ver*al..iji  will  then  1^  attended  to  w.t^ut  fail- !  ,  the  rest  of  the  i  ^  ®  E  B,  R  O 

■ad  lecture  m  the  evening  in  Watervale.  \  general)  ,  ^  ...  ..  ,  .  l;  and  J  S— P  M,  NorUi  Reading,  fap  A  A,  and  LA— PM. 

•ttendance  at  both  places  is  earnesUy  reqiie»t^-Br.  i  '“®’'®'  **'«  1.  Fredonia.  for  L  B  and  T  G-P  it,  Nich;i..  for  B  B  aodG 

81**  at  Depsuville,  and  at  Perch  River  iu  the  evening.  ^  qu^sHoo,  is  so  modified  as  to  enable  the  cxecu-  i,  W  S-D  B  C,  Woodruff,  (S  C)-T  L.  Rome,  (Mich)- A  R 
„  Br.  W.  SiAs.  will  lecture  on  tha  evenings  of  March  what  imperfect  adjudi-  ,1  B._for  C  »  N  r[ 

Wm  Pillar  Point-3d.at  Morris'  Tract,  near  Br.  Allen's  cation  may  ^ve  done:  and  which  sh^all  forever  »  pip'M^^te's.er  fo"j  cTnJ U  M^C-^Tp  ClC'- 
^th.  at  French  Creek— 5th,  at  Lafargeville— aUi.  at  1  Mve  the  public  from  the  disgusting  and  abhorrent ,  creek,  for  1  AVjr^J  RM,  Oxford.  forC  B  and  H  B  G  - 
Blanchard’s  Comers,  Honnsfield.  li  spectacle  of  a  public  cgecutioo.  XBeo,  and  not  J  T  0,Ozfopl,  for  self,  J  J,  E  B  G,  H  A  Gaad  TW.  , 
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EVANGELICAL 


POETRY. 


For  tb«  Ma^axino  and  Advocatr.  | 

THE  ELDER  SON.  | 

BT  REV.  DAT  K.  LEB.  •  | 

“  And  he  aniwering,  said  to  bis  father,  Lo,  these  many  ‘ 
years  do  I  serve  thee,  neiihnr  transgressed  /  at  any  time  tliy  ! 
aotnraandmcnt  |  and  yet  thou  never  gavest  me  a  kid,  that  / 
salgbt  make  merry  with  my  friends." - Luke  xv:  *  j 

Summer's  last  dews  a  mellow  sweetness  drop  I 

On  Sha'on's  fields  and  Uerinon's  gilded  tup,  | 

Morn's  splendent  chariot  circles  far  away,  j 

And  heaven's  own  fires  on  Judah's  mountains  play. 
Bach  sunny  clifiT  a  golden  vintage  shakes. 

And  rosy  vale  a  harvest-ocean  makes  ; 

Through  balsam-copse,  and  olive  arbors,  gush 
Odors  and  songs,  tliat  saddest  plaints  could  hush  ; 

As  from  the  mansion  of  his  rev'rend  sire. 

Hastens  a  swain  of  manly  look  and  fire. 

He  leads  a  band  of  menials  in  his  tiam. 

With  sickles  bright  to  reap  the  nodding  grain ; 

They  reach  the  field  where  golden  harvest  waves. 

And  each  full  task's  allotted  to  the  slaves  ; 

And  as  the  glitt'ring  sheaves  promiscuous  lay. 

Far  as  hisdrow.sy  vision  beareth  sway. 

He  gently  takes  him  to  a  cool  retreat. 

Whose  grateful  shade  o’erlooks  each  lab'rer's  beat. 

And  ns  the  golden  hours  like  nioinents  roll. 

These  rambling  fancies  revel  in  his  soul. 

o  Was  ever  man  'neath  gold-ilistilling  skies. 

As  I  embosomed  thus  in  luxuries  T 

Did  lib'ral  Heaven  drop  fatness  in  his  field. 

And  these  bright  plains  no  crowning  harvest  yield  T 
Is  that  man's  sire  a  generous  minded  une. 

And  mine  loads  favors  not  upon  his  son  ? 

8are  I  am  blest,  if  blessings  may  abound, 

,  In  all  that  feasts  my  vision  far  around  ! 

But  times  long  past  another  tale  reveal, 

A  brotlfhr,  ihen,  w'lth  me  divided  weal. 

That  laughing  boy,  till  he  resolved  to  roam, 

Ahared  well  the  bounties  and  the  joys  of  home. 
Roomed  in  a  heart,  whose  kindling  love  was  spent 
Alike  on  him,  and  me,  until  he  went. 

But  home's  glad  mansion  with  its  lavish  joy,  ' 

Had  been  a  prison  to  that  wildling  boy; 

Nor  all  the  wealth  that  sparkles  in  my  sight. 

Had  lured  his  soaring  spiritfrmn  itt  flight. 

As  moans  the  captive  eagle  to  be  free,  • 

On  mountsin  ells'  or  high  ethereal  sea  ; 

Aa  pines  the  prisoned  fawn  for  wowlland  nook, 

'  As  pants  the  thirsty  hart  for  water-brook — * 

So,ihat  young  brotner's  wildly  sn  uggling  spright. 
Panted  for  freedom  and  unclieckeJ  delight. 

And  home's  allurements  vainly  were  displayed, 

To  wean  his  fancy  from  the  tours  it  made. 

Other  bright  fountains  gushed  their  flashing  streams, 
AjmI  other  gardens  blossoine.l  in  his  dreams. 

And  with  his  portion  of  my  father's  store. 

That  truant  roameil,  and — doubtless  died  for  mure  ! 

If  memory  bears  true  record  of  the  scene. 

When  that  w'ld  youth,  with  fawii-Iike  steps  and  mien. 
Through  yonder  valley  gaily  wound  away. 

Hot  teara,  in  torrents,  hestetird  witit  that  day.  B 

/  had  no  room  for  sorrow  in  iny  breast,  B 

For  in  his  absence  I  was  doubly  blest.  I 

But  my  old  father  as  he  lost  his  sight,  B 

Bowed  down  with  grief,  nnr  yet  i.;  solaced  quite. 

And  a'mee  be  wandered  ofl,  lo  harvest  death, 

Ajoy  hath  sparkled  in  mine  every  breath. 

For  those  warm  smiles  that  he  so  fully  shared. 

Were  spent  on  me  and  I  hayo  richly  fared. 

Bat  after  all,  though  tears  were  never  mine, 
l*m  half  persuaded,  that,  to  ihuscotifino 
One's  self  where  home's  unvaried  glories  thine. 

And  never  wander  from  a  father's  arms. 

Bat  on  old  parents  lavish  all  our  charms— 

Foregoing  richer  luxuries  that  drop 
In  sin's  bright  pathway — surely  is  to  stop 
The  sweetest  fu^ntainsof  the  liutnsn  soul. 

And  chain  our  spirits  to  a  dismal  goal  !  | 

And  since  perchance,  my  brother  hath  not  died,  || 
Bntrolleth  now  in  fatness,  I'm  denied,  [ 

(  almost  would  I  too  had  gone  that  day,  j| 

When  he  so  rudely  tore  himself  awajr  j 


MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


For  though,  perhaps  my  treasures  had  been  wasted,  I 
Sin's  rich  exhilarations  I  had  tasted  ! 

The  story  that,  *  Uansgression’s  way  is  hard,' 

And  wisdom's  vot’riesfind  a  rich  reward — 

That  if  we  walk  as  Father  hath  advised. 

Our  spirits  never  will  be  tantalized — 

Is  but  ‘  a  fable  cunningly  devised’ ! 

I  now  full  long  in  manacles  have  grieved, 

And  weie  I  certsin  I  would  be  received. 

On  that  great  day  when  ktir$  are  welcomed  home. 
From  these  dominions  1  would  quickly  roam. 

Deny  my  reverend  father's  name  and  will, 

And  of  forbidden  blisses  take  my  fill ! 

Joy's  purest  oil  iiiy  spirit  should  anoint. 

If  I  obtained  it  at  the  dagger’s  point ! 

But  then,  my  father  surely  will  cast  ofT, 

Such  as  his  cumbrous  yoke  and  burden dofi', — 

At  least  no  mercy  will  be  ever  shown 

That  wretched  son  who  from  his  arms  is  gone  ; 

For  though  he  weeps  when  e’er  he  hreatlies  his  name 
His  mercy  never  can  his  justice  tame  ! 

And  were  that  boy  now  pleading  at  the  door. 

His  doom  would  be,  ‘  depart  forever  more’ ! 

And  this  were  right !  for  never  from  his  board, 

Was  /  absented  of  my  own  accord  ; 

I’ve  always  numbered  herd,  anil  flock,  and  fleece, 
And  told  him  how  his  treasures  to  increase  ; 

I've  summoned  all  his  servants  to  the  field, 

And  scourged  them  sharjily  when  they  would  not  yield, 
And  with  ihe.se  favors  he  hath  had  of  me. 

My  gr.icious  presonce  I  have  granted  free. 

And  been  a  kissing-stcek  for  his  old  lips, 

While  that  rude  brother,  sin’s  bright  chalice  sips ! 

To  think  it  o’er  and  weigh  each  matter  right. 

I'll  leave  that  brother  to  Iiis  own  delight. 

And  kee|)  myself  where  home's  old  gardens  bloom 
Until  my  father  sinks  in  to  the  tomb. 

And  then  receive  in  measures  gushing  o'er. 

For  service  done  so  many  years  before!” 

While  o'er  his  dreams  such  changes  came  and  went, 
His  half-shut  eyes  were  on  the  reapers  bent. 

Nor  did  lie  think,  the  while  each  vision  fled. 

For  what,  at  home,  a  fatted  calf  had  bled  ! 

Tlie  sun  wheels  high  o’er  Judah’s  nodding  hills, 

And  mellow  sky  a  rosy  light  distils  ; 

And  loitering  gales,  on  odor-freighted  wing. 

To  that  old  in.Hision  grateful  music  bring. 

The  reverend  sage,  aa  if  some  angel-spright, 

Had  somped  from  chambers  of  celestial  light. 

To  point  his  vision  tp  desired  joy. 

Glanced  up  the  vale  and  spied  his  dailiug  boy  I 
No  stair  i.s  needed  to  support  his  limbs 
As  o'er  the  intervening  lawn  he  skims. 

For  all  the  vigor  that  in  manhood  burned. 

At  oi.ce  in  glowing  fervor  hath  returned. 

And  tew  short  ino.nents  pass  on  lazy  wheel. 

And  hut  embraces  his  warm  love  reveal ! 

With  suppliant  words  the  boy  would  fain  confess. 

But  from  his  lips  they’re  snatched  with  a  caress! 

And  when  a  score  of  kisses  vent  the  fires 
That  kindle  blight  at  such  fulfilled  desires, 

Tlie  father  leads  to  his  ^customed  ball 
That  lowly  son,  and  he  is  known  by  all! 

Tlinsc  tattered  vestments  curl  in  blazes  warm, 

A  glittering  robe  attires  that  manly  fbrm, 

A  maa.iive  ring  upon  his  finger  shines. 

And  ill  hla  beakers  ibam  delicious  wines  ! 

The  fatted  calf  aeems  pleased  his  blood  to  pour 
For  such  a  banquet,  ami  he  spouts  the  gore; 

Tlie  quivering  haunches  scarce  have  time  to  die, 

Ere  they,  rich  dressed,  melodiously  fry, 

A  spacious  oven  sings  with  viands  rare. 

And  tables  lung  with  costly  dishes  glare. 

Each  timbrel  now  with  tinkling  bells  is  hung. 

And  harp  and  lyre  with  golden  chords  are  strung  ; 
Music  and  dancing  that  old  hall  within. 

The  high-wrought  joys  of  jubilee  begin  ! 

Attending  menials  catch  tlie  fervid  thrill. 

And  like  the  gushings  of  a  mountain  rill. 

Foaming  and  leaping  from  the  feast  they  run, 

To  breathe  the  tidings  to  the  Elder  Son ! 

Returning  homeward  to  his  noon  repast. 

The  brother  meets  then;,  and  with  mein  aghast. 
While  unaccustomed  music  floods  his  ears, 

Demands  the  cause  of  all  his  boding  fears. 


With  rapture  flashing  from  his  lips  and  eyas. 

In  stifled  words  a  servant  thus  replica; 

‘  With  jubilee  tby  father’s  halls  resound.’ 

To  welcome  home  thy  brother  safe  and  soumi,'’ 

As  skulks  a  mastilT  sneakiiigly  to  see 
That  other  curs  may  fare  as  well  as  he  ; 

As  snarls  ^  lap-dog  with  despiteful  lungs. 

When  his  rich  plate  is  lapped  by  other  tongue# ; 

So  that  ungrateful  son  in  spite  withdrew,  « 

And  parched  his  lips  with  muimurings  no  one  knew  , 
With  leaping  hearts  in  festal  mooil  they  gathe' 

And  what  should  interrupt  that  happy  father. 

But  sudden  tliooght;  that  one  hath  nut  come  in 
T’  embrace  the  brother,  now  alive  from  sin. 

That  old  mail’s  joy  were  still  imperfect  quite, 

If  AM.  his  children  were  not  in  liis  sight. 

The  measure  of  his  bliss  were  scant  and  low. 

Nor  that  high  banquet  thus  could  farther  go, 

Uniil  die  lingering  one  were  in  the  hall. 

And  with  his  children  he  were  AM,  in  all! 

Witli  wolds  befifiiig  seraphim  to  speak. 

With  smiles  that  well  might  warm  on  angel's  cheek, 
He  hastens  out  and  lovingly  invites 
That  sullen  creature  to  his  rich  delights! 

But  no  !  his  pigmy  spirit  must  withold 
Ajoy  more  precious  than  his  he.ips  of  gold, 

And  with  a  stiiil  imbitlcred  to  the  brim. 

Say  that  ”  a  kid  was  never  killed  fur  him"  ! 

A  tear  of  joy  and  sorrow  gushes  down 
That  parent’s  cheek,  as  thus  he  meets  a  frown. 

And  while  keen  darts  transfixed  his  heaving  tmoM. 
The  craven  iiigratc  now  is  thus  addressed: 

“  Thou’rt  ever  with  me,  all  I  have  iS  thine! 

’Twere  meet  that  we  should  pass  the  flowin^wltw, 
And  feast  oiS  dainties,  and  give  joy  the  reign, 

Tiiy  roaming  brother  as  alive  again  ! 

Why  draw  away  by  such  ignoble  stealth  ? 
InnuinerouS  sons  could  not  exhaust  my  wealth ! 

Why  should  thy  soul  in  sullen  gloom  be  cast. 

To  think  ‘  the  last  is  first,  and  first  is  last  T  ’ 

Anbum. 


MARRIAGES. 


I  In  the  Uuiversalist  church  Scipio,  January  10th,  hy  Hev 
;  H.  Boughton,  Mr.  Elisha  C.  Marsh,  to  Miss  Axa-vda  b. 

'  Cowan, il’1  'f  Bcipio. 

I  In  'Venice,  January  l?th,  by  the  same.  Mr.  WiLtriM 
I  D.  Dl'nnins.  of  Syracuse,  to  Miss  Mart  Rubottom,  oT 
'  the  former  place. 

I  III  the  JJniversalis;  church,  Watertown,  January  17^ 
by  Rev.  W.  Sias,  Mr.  Charles  Cl’mminos,  to  MIssCaiW 
'■  line  Aikins,  both  of  Watertown. 

j  In  Danube,  Herkimer  county,  February  14th.  by  Rev.  SL 
Hathaway.  Mr.  John  Bkuwnkigg,  to  Miss  Mary  An 
I  Shact,  both  of  Danube.  • 

j  In  Mibden,  February  18th,  by  the  same,  Mr.  JoHN^. 
I  Van  Ca.mp,  to  Miss  Catharine  Zoi  i.ER.boih  of  Mintreli- 
!  In  Litchfield,  Herkimer  county,  February  10th,  by  R^ 
A.  R.  Bartlett,  Dr.  Elijah  S.MiTH,toMi8i  Jane  C.SMiffi, 
j  both  of  that  town. 


•  DEATHS. 


In  Greenfield, October  7th,  1840,  Miss  Ll'cinda  HtlRBUi^ 
relict  of  tlie  lute  Asahel  Hurburt.  of  Oswego,  pgeil  35  yean 
Sister  Hurburt  was  a  practical  Christian,  w'nose  life  ea 
deared  her  to  all  who  knew  her,  and  died  rejoicing  in  iha 
hope  of  a  full  sal^tion. 

In  Oswego,  /(ugust  29ih,  1840,  Evilvn,  aon  of  hurna* 
Carpenter,  agedfi  year.s  and  one  month. 

How  joyous  is  that  faith 
Which  looks  beyond  all  tears. 

And  gives  the  mourner  rest 
Front  all  tormenting  fears. 

How  happy  is  that  mind 
That  feels  a  heaven  begun 
By  hoping  for  the  time 
That  gives  it  Evii.I'n!  W.  Sia*. 

In  Hudson  Asylom.on  the  llth  inst.,  Mr.  Denkii  Bai 
MET,  formerly  of  Ibis  city,  aged  57  years. 

In  Madison,  on  the  4lh  Inst.,  at  the  residence  of  her  fttb. 
,  er  (CapL  A.  P.  Beniamin.)  in  the  full  assurance  of  a  happVf 
1  immortality,  Mrs.  I.i’ANA  B.,  wife  of  Dr.  L.  W  Joslin.o 
|i  Cicero.  N  .Y.  She  Was  esteemed  by  all,  bqt  beloved  moat 
1'  by  those  who  knew  her  best.  * 

||  Also,  in  Cicero,  tin  the  7ih  insL,  WILLIAM  L.  infant  «oa 
1  of  Dr.  L.W.  and  L.  B.  Joslin,  aged  four  months  And  ten 
'  days. 


